Funding through National Arts Councils

Arts Council England

14 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3NQ

Tel: 0845 300 6200

Email: enquiries@artscouncil.org.uk
www.artscouncil.org.uk
Funding Grants for the Arts Individuals and Organisations

Grants for the Arts are open to artists, arts organisations, local authorities and

other public organisations, partnerships, collectives, regional and national

organisations, organisations whose normal activity is not arts-related, including

voluntary and community groups, groups of organisations or individuals.

Awarded for activities that benefit people in England. They can support events,

education activities, marketing and more. You can apply at any time.

Grants from £200 - £100,000. Under £5000, allow 6-week turn around.

Scottish Arts Council

12 Manor Place, Edinburgh EH3 7DD

Tel: 0131 226 6051

Email: help.desk@scottisharts.org.uk

www.scottisharts.org.uk > Funding > Apply for Funding > Organisations

Funding available for individuals, registered charities, not for profit

organisations, local authorities, public sector agencies, groups of

organisations, schools, commercial organisations. Grants for Visual Arts,

Children and young people, Arts in the Community, Access and Participation.

Arts Council of Northern Ireland

MacNeice House, 77 Malone Road, Belfast BT9 6AQ

Tel: 028 90 385200

www.artscouncil-ni.org > Funding and Awards

Arts Council of Wales

9 Museum Place, Cardiff CF10 3NX

Tel: 029 20 376500

www.artswales.org.uk > Funding

Basic information on website. Next step – contact your local Arts Council

Wales office (details on website) to discuss opportunities and request

application packs.

Further funding opportunities

Awards for All

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Tel. 0845 600 2040 for an application pack.

Lottery grants scheme aimed at local communities to extend access and

participation, increase skill and creativity, improve quality of life.

Grants of between £300 - £10,000 (England); £500 and £10,000 (Northern

Ireland); £500 and £5,000 (Scotland and Wales).

Awards for All supports projects that enable people to take part in art, sport,

heritage and community activities, as well as projects that promote education,

the environment and health in the local community. Priority goes to

organisations that have an annual income of less than £15,000. See England/

Northern Ireland/ Scotland/ Wales sections of website for more specific details.

Apply at any time by submitting an application form, which is short and simple.

You will be told if you are successful or not within 8 weeks.

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

www.gulbenkian.org.uk
Tel: 020 7636 5313

Arts programme mainly for professional arts organisations or artists working in

partnerships or groups. Supports the development of new art making.

Grants for non-professional participants outside the formal education and

community sectors for research and development of unusual/ experimental

projects are available.

Up to £15,000 is awarded. No application form – apply in writing. 
Allow at least 3 months before start date.

Community Foundation Network

www.communityfoundations.org.uk
Tel: 020 7713 9326

Funding is available through local offices for projects benefiting the local

community, particularly disadvantaged children/ young people.

Each local office has its own criteria. See website to find your local branch and

contact the grants advisor.

Grants range from hundreds to thousands of pounds.

Co-op Group Community Dividend Fund

www.co-op.co.uk/communitydividend
Open for applications of between £100 and £5,000.

Fund is for community, self-help and voluntary groups and your project must:

benefit a local community in which at least one Co-op group business trades;

have a charitable purpose (but you do not need to have charitable status); fit in

with co-operative values and principles.

Esmée Fairbairn Foundation

www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk
Tel: 020 7297 4700

One of the largest independent grant making foundations in the UK.

Groups need not be registered as a charity, but must have charitable

purposes. Particular focus includes: projects away from London in areas with a

relatively lower provision of arts; contemporary visual arts; visual arts

proposals that serve audiences and support artists; heritage organisations

working in partnership; developing the creative skills of professionals in the

heritage sector.

No maximum grant size

Ernest Cook Trust

www.ernestcooktrust.org.uk
Mainly supports projects which educate people about the rural environment.

But also supports the education of young people in the arts, particularly if

linked to the National Curriculum.

Grants from £100 - £3000 are considered 5 times a year.

Garfield Weston Foundation

www.garfieldweston.org
Tel: 020 7399 6565

Funding priorities include the arts, education, environment and young people.

No grant size limit. Allow 3-4 months turn around.
Applicants must be registered charities.

Heritage Lottery Fund

www.hlf.org.uk/English
Tel: 020 7591 6000

Heritage Lottery Fund is funded by the National Lottery to give grants to

support a wide range of projects involving the local, regional and national

heritage of the UK.

Grants from £3,000 are available for; ‘Your Heritage’, ‘Local Heritage Initiative’

and ‘Young Roots’ programmes. ‘Young Roots’ is for organisations already

working with young people, to promote involvement of 13-20 year olds in their

heritage. 
You should normally have a decision within three months.

J Paul Getty Jr Charitable Trust

www.jpgettytrust.org.uk
Tel: 020 7486 1859

Small community and local projects that make good use of volunteers are

favoured.

Grants for the arts are available only for projects where they are used

therapeutically for the long-term benefit of groups with mental health issues, or

which enable people in these groups to feel welcome in arts venues, to make

long-term constructive use of their leisure.

Amounts awarded: £5,000 - £10,000.

Jack Petchey Foundation (London region only)

www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk
Tel: 020 8252 8000

The Foundation gives grants for projects in London and West Essex.

Projects must benefit young people aged 11-25.

Awards are in the region of £500 upwards.

The Joanies Trust

www.joaniestrust.org.uk
Grants to organisations working with young people aged 11-25. Priorities

include projects that offer diversionary activities, including the use of art forms

for their therapeutic value.

Grants awarded average £1000.

Lankelly Chase Charity

www.lankellychase.org.uk
Tel: 01235 820044

Focus on smaller charities with a local or regional remit.

Arts in the community are a priority area. Grants from £1000.

The Leverhulme Trust (Artists-in-Residence Scheme)

www.leverhulme.org.uk
Tel: 020 7822 5069

To support the residency of an artist in a department or small institution, where

the host department would not normally have the opportunity to work with

artists. Typical residency might be for a full academic year (10 months), based

on the artist being present for two days per week, but can be for shorter period.

Open to all institutions of higher education (including museums). Applications

must come jointly from the artist and a representative of the proposed host

group.

Up to £12,000 is offered.

Local Heritage Initiative

www.lhi.org.uk/grants
Available to community groups in England wishing to develop heritage

projects. Project must actively involve the local community. Your group can

either be an established organisation or set up specifically for the purpose.

Many types of heritage project may be eligible for funding, including those that

increase public access, enjoyment and appreciation of heritage assets and

their cultural or historic associations.

Grants from a minimum of £3,000 to a maximum of £25,000.

Local Network Fund

www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/strategy/localnetworkfund/
Tel: 0845 113 0161

The Local Network Fund for Children and Young People is a DfES programme

which supports small voluntary and community groups to improve outcomes

and opportunities for vulnerable children and young people aged 0-19.

Grants range from £250 - £7,000 with a focus on aspirations and experience,

economic disadvantage, isolation and access, children's voices.

Manifold Trust

Tel: 01628 825660

Key themes include: education, including museums and the arts.

Amounts awarded range from £400 - £5,000.

Mercers' Charitable Foundation

www.mercers.co.uk
Tel: 020 7776 7235

Modest budget for small, registered charities to bring visual arts to new

audiences.

Preference for organisations based in London or West Midlands. Occasionally

support national organisations that are centres of excellence.

Grants normally range from £500 to £7,500. Next meeting regarding grants is

18 July. (Allow 4-week turn around after this date).

NADFAS – National Association of Decorative & Fine Arts Societies

www.nadfas.org.uk/yaprojects.htm
Tel: 020 7430 0730

Small grants available from many local branches, and have been awarded

previously for Big Draw events and to commission an artist. Contact main

office number above for advice on whether your local branch offers grants.

Projects should involve young people of school age in arts, with a focus on

museums, galleries, hospitals, schools and historic buildings.

Grants around £50 - £500.

Neighbourhood Renewal Community Chests

www.neighbourhood.gov.uk
020 7944 8383

Provides small grants of between £50 - £5000 to small voluntary and

community groups (who do not have access to other funding), in the 88 most

deprived areas of England.

Aims to increase and enhance community activities that will improve the quality

of life in these areas. Grants must be for learning opportunities that contribute

to the regeneration of the local area, respond to local needs and priorities,

have the support of local people.

Grants are administered by specially chosen voluntary sector 'lead

organisations' in each of the 88 Neighbourhood Renewal Fund areas. Your

regional Government Office can provide information on how to apply to lead

organisations in your area. Alternatively, see Neighbourhood Renewal Unit

website (above) for a list of the 88 areas and contact details for the lead

organisation in each.

Ove Arup Foundation

www.theovearupfoundation.org/arupfoundation/pages/Index.cfm
Endowed by the Arup Group with an overall mission for ‘the advancement of

education directed towards the promotion, furtherance and dissemination of

knowledge of matters associated with the built environment’.

Sets aside a proportion of its budget for grant-aiding smaller projects which are

consistent with the Foundation’s education purposes within the field of the built

environment.

Paul Hamlyn Foundation: Small Grants Programme

www.phf.org.uk
Tel: 020 7227 3500

Awards of up to £5,000 to support local schemes and initiatives.

Priority areas include partnership projects which aim to develop the arts within

formal education, and initiatives which offer children who are not well served

opportunities to enjoy the arts, within and out of school.

Allow at least 2 months for application to be processed.

The Robertson Trust (Scotland Only)

www.therobertsontrust.org.uk
Tel: 0141 221 3151

Grants are given for arts, culture and heritage.

Amounts awarded range from £5,000 - £10,000. A small grant scheme is also

available for smaller charities to apply for a one-off donation up to £5,000.

UK Villages Community Kitty

http://www.ukvillages.co.uk/articles.nsf/content/ukvkitty
Grants of between £50-£500 to a range of community based projects.

William Adlington Cadbury Charitable Trust

www.wa-cadbury.org.uk
Covers Birmingham and West Midlands. Priority areas include visual arts,

museums and art galleries.

Grants up to £1000 are assessed each month.

The Yapp Foundation

www.yappcharitabletrust.org.uk
Tel: 01484 683403

Open to small charities to sustain their existing work with elderly people, young

people and people with physical or mental disabilities, and also for education

and learning, (including lifelong learning).

Available to England and Wales only. Only for charities whose annual

expenditure is less than £60,000 and who have been constituted and operating

for at least three years.

Useful websites

The following websites provide funding guidance and resources, links to other funding sites and subscription services for current information and tailor made searches for your requirements.

www.funderfinder.org.uk
Software to help not-for-profit organisations in the UK to identify charitable trusts that

might give them money. www.funderfinder.org.uk/advice_pack.php  for general advice on fundraising.

www.trustfunding.org.uk
Subscription service through Directory of Social Change, to search for Trusts suitable

for your funding requirements.

www.fundinginformation.org



Subscription service on current sources of funding, plus knowledge and support.

www.j4b.co.uk



Grants information database of UK government funding opportunities. Register to

undertake searches of the constantly updated database of business grants and loans.

www.access-funds.co.uk



Provides the latest funding information from Central Government, National Lottery,

devolved governing bodies, EU and quangos. Plus a range of services to help you

fundraise.

www.governmentfunding.org.uk



Information on grants through government departments. Free registration to receive

email alerts.

www.cibfunding.org.uk
Charities Information Bureau, supports voluntary organisations and community

groups.

www.fundraising.co.uk
Provides news, information, advice and funding links.

www.acf.org.uk



Association of Charitable Foundations  
Applying for funding.

www.artsfundraisers.org



The AAF is the national organisation that offers support, advice and information to

anyone involved in raising money for the arts in the UK.

www.uksponsorship.com
Online database of UK sponsorship opportunities. 
Post an advert for a small fee.

www.grant-tracker.org/index.cfm
Grant Tracker provides up-to-date news on funding opportunities, available grants and policy issues.

