Life in a desert: Afghanistan

You are going to use different maps to find out about what life is like for people who live in one country where a lot of the land is desert.

You will need: 

· The Oxford Practical Atlas , an outline map of the world and an outline sheet for Task 2.
1. Use the map on page 5 to find Afghanistan (coloured purple) and label it on your map.

2. Now Look at the six map-titles on pages 14 –15.  Use the outline sheet to match up the title of the map with the type of information it shows about the world. (Use the words in bold in the right-hand column to help you.)

What type of information the maps show:
Map title:

How much food people eat on average in that country.
Wealth

How long the average person can expect to live.
Givers and receivers of aid

The number of people who depend on each doctor or health worker
Life expectancy

The average amount of money earned by each person.
Industrialisation

The amount of money given by rich countries as aid to the poorer countries.
Food consumption

Whether most people work in offices & industry, or work in agriculture (farming).
Health care

3. Now use each of the six maps to decide which of the underlined word below is correct. Write the sentences correctly in your book.

Afghanistan is one of the most / least wealthy countries in the world.

It receives more / less aid from rich countries that most African countries.

People can expect to live more  / fewer years that in almost any other country.

Afghanistan is a country where most people work in industry / agriculture.

It has one of the highest / lowest number of doctors anywhere in the world.

4. Write a few sentences, using the information from Task 3, to describe what life seems to be like for people living in Afghanistan. 

Name ………………………………………… Class ………….
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The first one has been done for you.
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Life in a desert: Afghanistan 

TEACHERS NOTES

Curriculum

Key Stage 3 Geography.
This activity was originally designed for mixed-ability
 Year 9 teaching groups.

Relevance to topics


Climate & Ecosystems; Deserts; Desertification; Factors affecting people’s quality of life; Regional studies; Geography in the News.

Objective of lesson
To use thematic maps of the world to gain an understanding of the quality of life for people in Afghanistan.

Programme of Study Links (Geography KS3)


Skills: 2 a, c
 (Extension activity: 1 a, e)

Knowledge & understanding of places: 3a

Countries: 6a ii

Themes: 6 i parts i, ii, iii;  7d.

Resources needed

· The Oxford Practical Atlas (Any KS3 atlas could be used for this activity although obviously the page references, and perhaps some of the terms referred to would need to be changed.)
· an outline map of the world  

· an outline sheet for Task 2  (supplied as A4, to be cut into A5 .size sheets)

Structure of lesson

· This will depend on the theme of student’s previous work, and their age. 

· Tasks 1-4 to be done sequentially. Please note that ‘Africa’, not Asia, is referred to in Task 3 because Africa is more likely to be perceived by students as a region with populations experiencing very low living standards, where foreign aid is most ‘needed’. 

· Task 4 is appropriate for discussion in small groups or as a whole class. 

· Extension activity:
Posing questions for further geographical enquiry and considering possible answers. This could include a consideration of past influences on Afghanistan’s economic development (‘How did it get like this?’) and how (recent) military activity would affect the people and economy of Afghanistan. (‘What is the likely impact? – social, economic, political, environmental) 
For further information, or feedback on the use of these materials contact Chris Kelly on ckelly@globe360.fsnet.co.uk
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