THE COMMONWEALTH GAMES

KEY STAGE 2 PROJECT PACK

Literacy Task

· Read the following information about the Commonwealth Games carefully.

· Answer the questions using full sentences.

The first Commonwealth Games were held in 1930 in Hamilton, Canada.  It was very successful so it was decided that the event would be held every four years, half way between the Olympic Games meetings.

It was announced that Manchester would host the XVII Commonwealth Games in November 1995. The games will run for ten days from Friday 26th July to Sunday 4th August.  More than 5000 athletes will be welcomed from 70 countries.

The 2002 Games will be the biggest in its 72 year history and is the most significant multi-disciplined sporting event to be held in England since the 1948 Olympic Games.  They are made even more special as are held in the year of The Queen’s Golden Jubilee.

One unique characteristic of the Commonwealth Games is that it is the only games which shares a common language. All athletes and officials can converse with each other in English, creating an atmosphere that has led to the Commonwealth Games being long known as the "Friendly Games".
‘Kit’ Manchester 2002’s cool, streetwise mascot is already establishing himself around the city.  His first personal appearance was in Kuala Lumpur in 1998 front of 100 international journalists. Tony Hill, Marketing Manager for the Games Office said: "Everybody who meets Kit falls in love with him. He's very Mancunian - young, vibrant, friendly, dynamic, a little bit mischievous and lots of fun." 
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1. When and where were the first Commonwealth games held ?















2. How often do the Commonwealth Games take place ?
















3. When do the 2002 Games start and finish ?

















4. How many countries are involved in the event ?
















5. Which major sporting event was held in England in 1948 ?















6. What important royal event is happening this year ?
















7. Why are the Commonwealth Games also known as the ‘Friendly Games’ ?













8. What is the mascot of Manchester 2002 called ?
















9. Find three adjectives that describe the mascot :
















10. Where and when was the mascot first seen ?
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ANSWERS:

1. Hamilton, Canada 1930

2. Every four years.
3. Friday 26th July – Sunday 4th August 2002.
4. 70 countries.

5. The Olympic Games

6. The Queen’s Golden Jubilee

7. Everyone shares a common language.

8. Kit.

9. Cool, streetwise, young, vibrant, friendly, dynamic, mischievous, fun.

10.  Kuala Lumpur in 1998.
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