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The aim of this survey is to study the impact of skiing on the landscape. During the winter the large number of skiers do not seem to have a great impact on the physical environment. However, once the snow has melted the signs are only too obvious.

Stand at a vantage point on the edge of the village and look across the valley. Which seem to have the greatest environmental impact ?

Telecabines

Teleseiges

Teleskis

Constant movement across a patch of snow will compact it into a harder layer and even to ice. This will be harder to melt. It means that when alpine grass and other vegetation begins to grow, the patch of compacted snow is still covering an area of ground, preventing growth to begin. Meltwater will begin to seep into the ground, causing Freeze – Thaw action to occur at night. This begins to break up the surface, top soil is removed and the fragile vegetation will not grow. Erosion will be more rapid here and is accelerated by more movement across the same  patch of land during subsequent winters.

