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60% of the sprinters come from here, as the countries have the money to fund them, which is important because sprinting is more specialised than other distances.





Former communist countries such as Russia put lots of money into athletics, and so produce several winners from different distances





Eastern Africa has produced 40% of the long distance runners, as the altitude has increased their lung capacity, so they can run faster for longer.   





Europe is very developed so (including Russia and CIS) nearly 40% of all the runners come from there – it can fund the athletes.





There are few winners from South America because running is not in their culture, and they don’t have the money.





The brown line is the “North/South divide.” Above it is the developed world, below: the developing world





The distribution of runners is fairly uneven and, although they are not as clear as the men’s, there are some clusters of winners. Again, Eastern Africa has around 40% of the long distance runners, with Africa as a whole having just fewer than 30% of all the runners. This is for the same reasons as the men. Like the men, the rest come from the developed world (North America, Europe and, this time, Australia). This is because the high income can fund the runners, and provide facilities, especially for the sprints. The middle distance is again spread about, but mostly in Europe. This time china has a few runners, perhaps because of special government funding. Strangely Columbia has a medal in the sprints, even though it is in South America, and is a LEDC. Perhaps this is just a fluke, as generally there are no winners from South America.





Distribution of Female Winners of track events at the Olympic Games
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