Symbols of Islam

1. Shahadah
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The shahadah is the Islamic creed; “there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of God.” (‘ašhadu 'an  lā ilāha illā-llāh, wa  'ašhadu 'anna  muħammadan rasūlu-llāh) Shahadah means "to testify" or "to bear witness" in Arabic. The shahadah is the Muslim declaration of belief in the oneness of God and in Muhammad as his final prophet. This most important ‘symbol’ of Islam is displayed prominently in mosques. A single honest recitation of the shahādah in Arabic is all that is required for a person to become a Muslim according to most traditional schools.  The importance of the written word in Islam, as well as the belief that figurative art is idolatrous, has made calligraphy one of the most significant forms of artistic expression in Islam. Other important themes include verses from the Qur'an and the written name of Allah. 

2. Crescent and star
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The star and crescent is commonly regarded as a symbol of Islam. It is featured prominently on the flags of many countries in the Islamic world, such as Turkey, Malaysia, and Pakistan. The symbol was not used by the Prophet Muhammad and therefore has no basis in Islam; however it was associated with the Ottoman Empire.  The crescent and star are believed to be the traditional insignia of the city of Constantinople (now Istanbul), capital of the Byzantine Empire. They were proudly adopted by the Ottoman Turks when they conquered Constantinople and put an end to many centuries of Byzantine rule. The Ottomans established the Ottoman Empire, which ruled much of the Middle East and North Africa for centuries. The Ottomans claimed to have inherited the caliphate and the right to represent all Islam; hence their star and crescent banner was, for a time, the banner of much of Sunni Islam.
3. The colours green and white
The colour green has been associated with Islam for many centuries. It is not clear why this is so. Some say green was Muhammad’s favourite colour and that he wore a green cloak and turban. Others believe that it symbolizes nature and life, hence the physical manifestation of God. In the Qur'an (Surah 18:32), it is said that the inhabitants of paradise will wear green garments of fine silk. While the reference to the Qur'an is verifiable, it is not clear if other explanations are reliable or mere folklore. Regardless of its origins, the colour green has been considered especially Islamic for centuries. The colour white is often believed to symbolize purity and peace. Many Muslims wear the colour white when they attend Friday prayers. 

4. Minbar

A minbar is a pulpit in the mosque where the Imam (leader of prayer) stands to deliver sermons. The minbar is usually shaped like a small tower with a pointed roof and stairs leading up to it. It is often richly ornamented, though in its simplest form the minbar is just a small platform with only a few steps. The minbar is located to the right of the mihrab, the niche that indicates the direction of prayer (i.e. towards Mecca).

5. Mihrab
Next to the minbar is the mihrab. This is a niche which indicates the qibla, the direction of Mecca, the birthplace of Mohammed, towards which Muslims pray. Mecca (or Makkah) and the most sacred site in Islam, where the Kaaba, built by Abraham, is situated. All muslims should pray facing the Kaaba. The mihrab represents a doorway to Mecca and can be very ornate or quite plain. 
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