Geo - Revision

Red Pen Black Pen

The idea of using two coloured pens as a revision technique, was described to me by an Occupational Health Therapist who had to learn the 300 parts of the human eye.
The idea is that the two colours work on the two halves of the brain. The black pen signifies the information that you already hold in your conscious memory. The red pen signifies those things in your unconscious memory that you wish to transfer into your conscious memory. The red pen strongly signifies danger and is held by your unconscious memory without realising it.

Having used this technique in school for the last two years, it can have a very positive effect but its success depends to some extent on the preferred learning style of the pupil.
The concept map has a strong visual impact and obviously allows visual learners to assimilate information quickly. Repetition of this exercise may assist a more kinaesthetic learning style.
The revision technique has several stages :

Stage 1 – Produce a concept map to cover a topic you wish to revise e.g. farming (attached). Could be set as a homework, obviously how you set out your concept map is personal to you and students will learn faster by having completed this first step themselves.
Stage 2 – Produce a blank skeleton of your concept map (attached)
Stage 3 – In the lesson ask the students to revise from their concept map for 10 minutes – no longer !

Stage 4 – Turnover the concept map with the answers on it. With your black pen write down everything that you can remember.

Stage 5 – When you cannot remember anymore turn over the answer sheet and then fill in the blanks in red. This is the end of the first evolution.

Stage 6 – Spend 10 minutes revising from the sheet you have been working on.

Repeat from stage 4 !

During the exercise the amount of black ink should increase and the red pen decrease as you transfer more information into your conscious memory.

