Glossary Sustainability
	Agflation
	the increase in food price that occurs as a result of increased demand on food for human consumption and energy.

	Agenda 21
	Agenda 21 is a comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and locally by organisations of the United Nations System, Governments, and Major Groups in every area in which human impacts on the environment.

The 'Rio declaration on environment and development' and the 'statement of principles for the sustainable management of forests in Environment and Development', were adopted by more than 178 Governments at the United Nations conference on environment and development held in Rio de Janerio on 3rd - 14th June 1992

	Biodegradable: 
	A product or material capable of decomposing in nature within a reasonably short period of time.

	Biodiversity: 
	the variability among organisms on Earth and within an ecosystem. Maintaining biodiversity is necessary to preserve the health and survival of an ecosystem.

	Biomimicry: 
	A design discipline that studies nature’s elements, processes and designs and uses these ideas to imitate or design new solutions to human problems sustainably.

	Cap and trade


	A cap being placed on the total amount of allowable emissions, the distribution of this total between polluters, and the creation of a marketplace where owners of the permits can trade with each other

	Carbon Footprint: 
	The total amount of greenhouse gases emitted directly or indirectly through an activity, or from a product, company or person, typically expressed in equivalent tons of either carbon or carbon dioxide.

	Carbon Neutral: 
	This term effectively means net zero carbon emissions to the atmosphere. Achieving carbon neutrality means measuring the carbon emissions for an identified product, service or company, then balancing those emissions with carbon reductions or carbon offsets to reach net zero carbon emissions.

	Carbon Sequestration: 
	the uptake and storage of carbon. Trees can be used for carbon sequestration because they absorb carbon dioxide, release the oxygen and store the carbon

	Closed-loop recycling: 
	The process of utilizing a recycled product in the manufacturing of a similar product or the remanufacturing of the same product.

	Dematerialization: 
	The reduction of mass in a product that does not diminish quality or intended service for the consumer.

	Design for the Environment (DfE): 
	A philosophy applied to the design process that advocates the reduction of environmental and human health impacts through materials selection and design strategies.

	EcoMetrics: 
	Interface’s quantification of the company’s environmental performance over time. Ecometrics measures materials and energy inputs and outputs for use in benchmarking and monitoring environmental progress.

	Energy Efficiency: 
	Using less energy to fulfill the same function or purpose; usually attributed to a technological fix rather than a change in behavior, examples include better insulation to reduce heating / cooling demand, compact fluorescent bulbs to replace incandescent, or proper tire inflation to improve gas mileage.

	Energy Performance of Buildings Directive


	(EPBD)European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2002 on the energy performance of buildings.



	Environmentally Preferable Products (EPP): 
	Products or services that “have a lesser or reduced effect on human health and the environment when compared with competing products or services that serve the same purpose.” This comparison may consider raw materials acquisition, production, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance or disposal of the product or service.

	FAIRTRADE Mark
	Is a label that appears on UK products as a guarantee that they have been certified against internationally agreed Fairtrade standards. 

	Food miles


	Food miles refers to the distance food is transported from the time of its production until it reaches consumers. It is one aspect of assessing the environmental impact of food

	Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 

	Is an independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit organisation setup to respond to concerns over global deforestation. It provides internationally recognised standard setting, trademark assurance and accreditation services for companies, organisations and communities interested in responsible forestry

	Greenwashing: 
	The process by which a company publicly and misleadingly exaggerates or embellishes the environmental attributes of itself or its products, while participating in environmentally- or socially-irresponsible practices.

	Green Building: 
	A comprehensive process of design and construction that employs techniques to minimize adverse environmental impacts and reduce the energy consumption of a building, while contributing to the health and productivity of its occupants; common metrics for evaluating green buildings include the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification and Australia’s Green Star program.

	Green Dot
	A compliance logo. The Green Dot is used on packaging to indicate that the producer of the packaging has contributed towards the costs of recovery or recycling. It does not indicate recycled content or recyclability. In some countries, it demonstrates compliance with legal requirements (this is not the case in the UK).

	Indoor Air Quality (IAQ): 
	refers to the contents of interior air that could affect the health and comfort of occupants. Acceptable IAQ is air in which there are no known concentrations of harmful contaminants

	Marine Stewardship Council 
	Is a certification and eco-labelling program for sustainable seafood.

	Polluter pays principle


	The polluter pays principle (PPP) is an environmental policy principle which requires that the costs of pollution be borne by those who cause the damage to the natural environment. For example, manufacturers and importers of products should bear a significant degree of responsibility for the environmental impacts of their products throughout the product life cycle,

	Post-Consumer Recycled Content: 


	Material that is recovered after its intended use as a consumer product, then reused as a component of another product. Examples of post-consumer waste that are recycled include carpet tiles (for new yarn and tile backing), aluminum cans, PET soda bottles, and office paper.

	PLA: Polylactic Acid 


	PLA is polylactic acid, a biopolymer made from renewable resources. It is thermoplastic and can be used to make fibers, packaging and other products as an alternative to petroleum based plastics. It is derived from bacterial fermentation of agricultural by-products such as corn, sugar, or wheat. PLA is not only made from renewable resources, but is also biodegradable. PLA is currently manufactured by Cargill, PURAC, Hycail, and several other companies.

	Rainforest Alliance 


	Is an organisation that works to conserve biodiversity and ensure sustainable livelihoods by transforming land-use practices, business practices and consumer behaviour.

	Rainwater Harvesting

	The collection and use of rain which falls on buildings and would otherwise go straight to the drainage system. After filtration and settlement the water can be use for a variety of purposes

	Recycled Content:
	Refers to the amount of recycled materials in a product – typically expressed as a percentage.

	Secondary recovered fuel
	The recovering of energy from waste that cannot realistically be reused or recycled from mechanical and biological treatment processes

	Smart metering


	An advanced meter (usually an electrical meter) that identifies consumption in more detail than a conventional meter; and optionally, but generally, communicates that information via some network back to the local utility for monitoring and billing purposes.

	Sustainability: 


	The aspiration to ensure that meeting the needs of the present does not compromise the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, the most widely accepted definition comes from "Our Common Future," Report of World Commission on Environment and Development, commonly called the The Brundtland Report).

	Zero carbon buildings


	The UK Government defined the zero carbon homes standard as homes that should be built with high levels of energy efficiency and achieve at least a minimum level of carbon reductions through a combination of energy efficiency, on-site energy supply and/or (where relevant) directly connected low carbon or renewable heat – and choose from a range of (mainly off-site) solutions for tackling the remaining emissions. The European Commission in their recast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive defined ’net zero energy building’ as meaning a building where, as a result of the very high level of energy efficiency of the building, the overall annual primary energy consumption is equal to or less than the energyproduction from renewable energy sources on site (see Bedzed case study)


