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Glossary for Contemporary conflicts and challenges

	Term
	Definition

	Absolute poverty
	is defined according to an absolute minimum standard, often called the ‘poverty line’ and set at $1.08 a day in 2000.

	Asylum seeker
	Someone who has fled home country to find a safer place. Under the 1951 Convention on Refugees they must show well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of political opinion, religion, ethnicity, race/nationality or membership of a particular social group.

	Basic needs
	Are the essential things that a person needs in order to survive – it includes services and non-possessions e.g.  Employment and participation in society.

	Bilateral aid
	Money sent directly from a MEDC to an LEDC. The UK send aid through the Department for International Development DfID

	Birth Rate
	The number of people born per thousand people per year. A high birth rate indicates a low level of development due to a lack of contraception or the need for large families

	Border Dispute 


	A conflict related to disagreement about the sovereignty over frontier regions, often resulting from vague and unclear language in the original treaty e.g. Kashmir

	Civil Disobedience 
	Active refusal to obey certain laws, demands and commands of government, or occupying power without resorting to physical violence e.g. South Africa 1989 Cape Town –Purple Rain Protest against racially segregated elections 

	Civil War 


	Sustained, organised and large-scale conflict involving two-sided violence between two powers or societies that are in control of different parts of the country.e.g. Rwanda the Hutu militias on one side, and the Tutsi rebel group on the other side

	Cold War 
	The state of conflict, tension and competition between two or more power blocs using propaganda, espionage, weapons development, industrial advances and competitive technological development, rather than direct violence. E.g. USA Russia post WW2

	Conflict
	Conflict is a state of discord caused by the actual or perceived opposition of needs, values and interests

	Conflict resolution
	Is the means by which  a conflict at a variety of scales can be brought to an end.

	Coup D’état 


	A military take over of the government of a country by its own troops and their commanders.e.g. Pakistan Generals led by army chief Pervez Musharraf ousted the elected government and arrested Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and other members of his cabinet. 

	Culture 
	The distinct ways that people living in different parts of the world classified and represented their experiences, and acted creatively.

	Death rate
	This is number of people who die per thousand people per year. It will be a clear indicator of the level of health care, quality of water, sanitation, accommodation, and food supply.

	Debate
	Discussion airing two or more sides to a dispute aiming to promote understanding and move towards resolution of conflict.

	Demographic Indices
	These are population based e.g. IMR, BR, DR and life expectancy

	devolution
	Granting of powers by a central government to a sub region or state. E.g. Scotland

	Direct Action
	Sit ins Road protest camps where squatters physically blocked construction; Camps in treetops or Tree-sits, making arrest particularly difficult; Lock-ons where a protester chained them to a solid object. E.g. Plane Stupid and Greenpeace “Operation Baldrick”. 

	Ethnic group
	Humans whose members identify with each other, through a common heritage that is real or assumed. This shared heritage may be based upon common ancestry, history, kinship, religion, language, shared territory, nationality or physical appearance. Members of an ethnic group are conscious of belonging to an ethnic group

	Ethnic Cleansing 
	The persecution through imprisonment, expulsion or killing of members of minority group by a major to achieve ethnic homogeneity in majority-controlled territory. 

AKA ‘genocide. E.g. Yugoslavia 40,000 Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica were targeted for extinction

	G 7
	The seven richest nations; USA, Canada, Japan and the largest EU nations

	Guerrilla Campaign 
	Unconventional aggression with which a small group of combatants use mobile tactics (ambushes, raids etc) to fight larger and less mobile formal army e.g. Used by Viet Cong who were supplied on jungle trail (Ho Chi Minh trail 1959-1979). 

	Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
	This is the value of all goods and services produced within a country. It is usually measured in US$ and calculated per capita.

	Human development index
	HDI It simply uses wealth, health and education. It is calculated each year. The best country get “1” the worst “0”. This score is compared to GDP tables. If a country is higher up the HDI table than the GDP table then it must be successfully investing in health and education. 

	Human poverty
	takes into account other factors, such as life expectancy, infant malnutrition, illiteracy and lack of food or clean water

	identity
	A sense of belonging to a group or area where there is the same genetic character, or a similarity of distinguishing character or personality.

	ideology
	A set of doctrines or beliefs that form the basis of a political, economic, or other system 

	Income poverty
	Means that you are poor if you have less money than the defined poverty line for your country, (‘less than $1.08, a day since 2000 for example).

	Infant mortality
	This is the number of infants that die prematurely. You need to check the figures because it could be the numbers that die before they are one or five.

	Insurgency
	Rebellion or uprisings of a minority group in conflict with a recognised government on the basis of political, economic, religious or ethnic disagreements e.g. Iraq

	insurrection
	Is an act of revolt against civil authority usually involving rebellion against the rules

	international agencies
	e.g. the UN and the world bank

	Invasion
	A military offensive by one country aggressively entering territory controlled by another, generally with the objective of either conquering, liberating or re-establishing control or authority over a territory or gaining concessions e.g. The occupation of Iraqi troops into Kuwait

	Literacy rates
	This is the percentage of people that can read and write.

	Local Development Framework
	Each planning authority (OCC) sets out how the area may change over the next few years

	localism
	An affection or partiality to a particular place. Can be demonstrated by “nimbyism” which occurs when people are reluctant to have  their local area affected for the national good.

	Military junta 
	a government led by a committee of military leaders e.g. Myanmar (AKA Burma) is still ruled by a military junta which suppresses almost all dissent and wields absolute power in the face of international condemnation and sanctions

	Millennium development goals
	MDGs there are 8aimed at the causes of global poverty.

	multicultural societies
	A multicultural society is a social grouping which contains members from a wide variety of national, linguistic, religious and cultural backgrounds. Racial differences feature strongly in any multicultural society, although religion and language are possibly more problematical in terms of different groups coexisting.

	Multilateral aid
	Development funding sent from several countries to LEDCs. Usually channelled through the UN or World Bank

	Nationalism
	Loyalty and devotion to a nation.

	Noncooperation
	Methods of noncooperation include labour strikes, economic boycotts, civil disobedience, tax refusal, and general disobedience.

	Non-violent
	Nonviolence is a philosophy and strategy for social change that rejects the use of physical violence. (Nonviolence is an alternative to passive acceptance of oppression and armed struggle against it. E.g. Aung San Suu Kyi has spent more than 11 of the past 19 years in some form of detention.

	Physical quality of life index
	PQLI The value is the average of three statistics: basic literacy rate, infant mortality, and life expectancy at age one, all equally weighted on a 0 to 100 scale. 

The PQLI for Nigeria is 25 and for the U.S. are 94.

	Planning Permission
	Consent by local authority (VWHDC) to develop or change the land use.

	Planning processes
	Attempt to provide a means by which local authority planners

· Listen to the local community (democratic)

· Listen to the organization responsible for the proposal

· Have overall development control

	Political activity
	Groups operating within a country who seeks to govern. The groups known as parties develop a political programme that defines their ideology that they will pursue if elected to office.

	Poverty
	refers to the condition of not having the means to afford basic human needs such as clean water, nutrition, health care, education, clothing and shelter

	Protesting 
	Methods of protest and persuasion include speeches, public communications, petitions, symbolic acts, art, processions (marches), and other public assemblies

	Race
	Grouping humans on the basis of various sets of heritable characteristics. The physical features commonly seen as indicating race are salient visual traits such as skin colour, cranial or facial features and hair texture

	refugee
	Forced migrants- fear of persecution, war, famine, and natural disasters.

	Regionalism
	Regionalism is a political ideology that focuses on the interests of a particular region or group of regions e.g. Scottish National Party

	Regional spatial strategy
	Each regional planning body (SE) sets out how many homes are needed, and zones certain areas for particular types of development

	Relative poverty
	Means that you are poor in relation to those around you.

	Revolution
	Popular uprising against an unpopular government e.g. Iran In 1979, this event changed the country from a constitutional monarchy to an Islamic republic. 

	Security
	Lawful and well governed stable well policed society. This allows people to invest in future prosperity. Also includes food security, access to health care and education.

	Separatism
	Demands, sometimes with violence, for greater political autonomy and even independence for a part of the country and the subsequent formation of a new statem. E.g. Basque region of Spain the group ETA

	Social Indices
	These are measures of society such as number of patients per doctor, literacy, number of households with cars

	Standard of living
	Is a measure of how wealthy someone is and is based upon their possessions and what they have. This can include basic services and luxury items.

	Territory
	Geographic area belonging to or under the jurisdiction of a government authority.

	Terrorism
	Attacks, or threats of attack on both military and non-military targets, which are intended to create fear (terror) and deliberately target or disregard the safety of non-combatants, and are perpetrated for an ideological goal e.g. 911

	United Nations
	is an international organization whose stated aims are facilitating cooperation in international law, international security, economic development, social progress, human rights, and the achieving of world peace. The UN was founded in 1945 after World War II to replace the League of Nations, to stop wars between countries, and to provide a platform for dialogue. There are currently 192 member states, including nearly every sovereign state in the world.

	war
	A conflict among political groups involving hostilities of considerable duration and magnitude.


