Glossary for Population Change

	Ageing
	population in which the proportion of people over 65 is increasing

	Aids
	Acquired immune deficiency syndrome, a group of infections, including pneumonia, TB and skin cancers, that strike people whose immune system has been damaged by the HIV virus

	Brownfield sites
	Sites that have been built on before but have become available for new building because of demolition or redundancy of the old building.

	birth rate
	The number of live births per thousand population per year, expressed as births per thousand (o/oo).

	Census
	An official registration of the number of the people, and valuation of their estate, for the purpose of imposing taxes, and other general statistics of a country usually made once in five years. ( UK census 2001, 2011 ever 10 years)

	Contractive pyramid
	A population pyramid with a relatively narrow base showing a recently declining birth rate. (Stage 3 DTM)

	conurbation
	One large, more or less continuous area created as a city grown as and spreads to absorb other cities, towns and villages in the surrounding areas.

	death rate
	The number of deaths per thousand population per year, expressed as deaths per thousand (o/oo).

	Demographic transition
	The changing relationship over time of the birth and death rates from both high to both low. Illustrated by the DTM Demographic Transition Model.

	Density of population
	the number of people per unit of area, usually km2

	Dependency ratio
	Shows how many young people aged fewer than 16 and older people over 65 depend on people of working age. It is worked out by the % of people aged fewer than 15, plus the % over 65, divided by the % aged 15-64. 
Countries that have a high dependency ratio have more people not working age, and fewer who are working and paying taxes. The higher the number the more people who need looking after.

	Distribution of population
	The way in which people are spread or dispersed across an area.

	Doubling time
	The amount of time for a given population to double, based on the annual growth rate. To determine doubling time, divide the growth rate as a percentage into 70. i.e., a growth rate of 3.5 represents a doubling time of 20 years.

E.g. Afghanistan has a current growth rate of 4.8%, representing a doubling time of approximately 14.5 years (70/4.8=14.5).

	Dynamic
	Showing a change through time

	Emigration
	The outward movement of population that involves crossing an international boundary.

	Expansive pyramid
	A pyramid with a wide base showing a relatively high birth rate. Typical of LEDCs in stage 2 of DTM

	Fertility rate
	the average number of children born to a woman in her lifetime

	Genocide
	The deliberate and systematic destruction or killing of an entire people who belong to one racial, political, cultural or religious group.

	Gentrification
	Spontaneous and unplanned changes by which individual families buy up run down properties and improve those increases value. Rewiring, adding central heating, replacing bathrooms and kitchens, adding extensions, all adding to the value of the property. As more and more people do this in an area and it attracts richer population, these richer people attract new shops and services, often in renovated old premises. This whole area improves and moves upmarket.

	Green Belt
	An area defined by Act of Parliament which surrounds a conurbation. It is very difficult to obtain permission for development on green belt. This acts to stop the extended sprawl of conurbations.

	HIV
	Human immunodeficiency virus, which attacks the immune system of people who are infected. Infection is caused when body fluids from an infected person are passed into the body of another. This can happen through unprotected sexual intercourse, blood transfusions, sharing of needles or from mother to child during childbirth. 

	Immigration
	The inward movement of population that involves crossing an international boundary.

	Infilling
	The use of open spaces within a conurbation to build new housing or services, often close to where a green belt restricts outwards growth.

	Infant mortality rate
	A measure of the number of infants dying under 1 year of age, usually expressed as the number of deaths per thousand live births, per year.

	In- migration/ Out-migration
	The movement of people between places within one country such as in and out of a town or city.

	Internal migration
	The movement of people within one country.

	Life expectancy
	The average age to which the population lives. It is expressed in years. Male and female life expectancies are often given separately.

	Lorenz Curve
	A graph that compares actual distribution with a theoretical and even one. Often used to show population concentration.

	malnutrition
	The lack of proper nutrition resulting from a poorly balanced diet.

	Migration


	General term for population movement that involves a permanent or semi-permanent change of residence.

	Natural increase/ decrease
	The difference between the numbers of births and deaths for every hundred people expressed as a percentage.

	Net migration
	the difference between immigration and emigration

	Optimum population
	The population at which the quality of life of the people of a country or a region is the highest possible at a given level of technological development.

	Overpopulation
	When any increase in population reduces the average quality of life of the population.

	Population Structure
	The breakdown of a country’s population into groups defined by age and sex. Often shown as a pyramid.

	Refugees
	Forced migrants- fear of persecution, war, famine, and natural disasters.

	Social housing
	refers to rental housing which may be owned and managed by the state, by not-for-profit organizations, or by a combination of the two, usually with the aim of providing affordable housing. Governments since the early 1990s have also encouraged "mixed tenure" in regeneration areas and on "new-build" housing estates, offering a range of ownership and rental options, with a view to engineering social harmony through including  social housing

	Social welfare
	The well being of communities. It refers to the access that groups of people, or individuals, have to job opportunities, housing, health care, education, an unpolluted environment, a safe environment and freedom to practice one ‘s own culture or religion.

	studentification
	When large family houses become too big and expensive to run, the inhabitants moved out and the properties are subdivided and let to students. When several houses on a street become student lets, the nature of the area starts to change. There is more noise, gardens are less carefully tended and several old cars may be parked on the streets. Consequently there is pressure on the remaining families to move out of the area, leaving more properties for student let. The whole area deteriorates, and moves downmarket.

	undernutrition
	Below the minimum level of dietary energy (calorie) consumption. The department of health estimates this level at 1940 kcal per day for women and 2550 for men ( average 2250) but those figures can vary widely depending on lifestyle and other factors.

	Underpopulation
	When an increase in population could improve the average quality of life.


