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How to use the Audit sheets.

1. Along the row next to "Topic", fill in the topics / units from your existing KS3 programme of Study. There are spaces for 8 in each Year of the Key Stage. (e.g. Natural Hazards, Sport).

2. The headings down the left hand side are taken from the QCA Programme of Study for Geography (National Curriculum 2007). www.qca.org.uk/curriculum

3. For each topic / unit, work down the column ticking all the Concepts, Key Processes, Range and Content, and Curriculum opportunities that you know are covered in that topic / unit.  Don't expect to tick every box!!

4. When you have finished this exercise, look along the rows to identify any areas that only have a few, or no ticks. These are the gaps you need to fill.

How to fill the gaps.

1. For some of the gaps, see if you can add an extra activity to an existing topic / unit. This may require cutting something out of the topic so that you can still cover it in the time scale you have. See if that topic has a tick in a row that already has lots of ticks – this would be the area to cut out.

e.g. It is no longer necessary for KS3 students to learn every river feature and how it is formed (avoiding repetition at GCSE and A Level). If you have gaps in 1.6, replace river features with something on sustainable river management or flood control.

2. See if you can combine some of your gaps and cover them all in one or two new topics / units or activities. I see some interesting contributions to the SLN forum coming up here!

e.g. a new topic on refugees could cover gaps in developed country / space / International scale / interdependence / cultural understanding and diversity / atlas work  amongst others, all in one go! You could also get students to bring in items for a Carrier of Hope (contact your nearest refugee centre for items needed) and cover 4f Responsible Action as well – let alone delighting your Citizenship coordinator at the same time. Sorted!

3. Don't try to do it all at once! Once you can see what needs doing, draw up your new Programme of Study for the Key Stage.

4. Write a "to do" list so that you can cross things off it gradually and feel good! Remember only Year 7 has to be in place by September 2008 so begin with any changes for that year.
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