ICELAND - MAY 2003

Matthew Bell

My two main expectations were that more of Iceland would be ice-snow covered and the physical Geography attractions would be fewer, further spaced out and less spectacular.  It is in this that lies my main pleasure - these features are completely natural and almost entirely free from commercialisation and mass tourism.  The main message that I will pass on is that the natural world can be appreciated without being exploited and, as Lyndon B. Johnson said, "we must strive to achieve more than just the miracles of technology and if our children are to remember us with more gratitude than sorrow we must leave them a glimpse of the world as it was created, just how we left it once we had finished with it."

Jo Arnold

Despite having read about Iceland and taught about Iceland before, the whole place has been far more spectacular than I imagined.  To see such a dynamic country and a restless earth in its full glory has far outweighed any of my expectations.  I shall go back fully inspired in every aspect of my geography teaching and hopefully return at some stage to inspire some more young minds.

Andy Skelding

I never expected it to be so quiet, the scenery is dramatic and you seem to have it to yourself!  The features themselves are beyond expectations and I feel more inspired than ever to go back into my classroom and spread the word of our amazing physical world.

Jason Wood

I expected a much more bleak tundra environment with only a small range of colours within an untouched environment.  I was pleased to see that tourism has not spoiled this unique place and that there has not been an ice-cream seller in sight.  I have been surprised by the number of trees and lovely green lowland valleys.  Thank you for a super memorable trip made by the people and the weather.

Louise Gentle

I was not prepared for the isolated feel of Iceland.  Reykjavik took me by surprise; I thought it would be more urbanised and densely populated.  The physical features were amazing and have revived the surpressed physical geographer in me.  I will be introducing a topic on Iceland, and as a department we are hoping to run a field trip.

Glyn Burroughs

I expected a cold, bleak place.  What I found when arriving at Keflavik blew me away (pardon the pun!).  I was taken aback by the desolate landscape.  I also cannot believe that in such a small area of the country there were so many sights that brought out the 10-year-old in me!  INSPIRATIONAL!  Thank you!

Helen Carpenter

I expected much more of a winter landscape - much more snow/ice/cold. I was amazed how much more real and powerful the reality was - the heat of the volcano, the size and the colour of the glacier. To see all these things actually happening - the way the people interact with the landscape and environment has reminded me of why I studied geography in the first place. Thank you for a wonderful trip!
Liz Wilshaw

I expected to see a landscape packed with features, a small population but not to be this quiet.  What I will take with me from the trip……… the fact that there is so much to see, the feeling that not many people have been here before you and to understand what a "young country" means.

Bev Rowley

I expected a sparsely populated country with a much colder climate.  There were even fewer people here than thought there would be and fewer tourists.  I was not prepared for the lack of trees.  The weather was exceptionally warm.  I was surprised to find that most attractions had not been spoilt and exploited by the usual tourist 'trappings' of gift shops, cafes, etc.  I have never visited a place that is so free of litter.

"Thank you for planning such a fantastic visit."

Anthony Cheetham

My preconceptions were a land controlled by the forces of nature, sharing the environment and people. I will return thinking about young people and country growing up with each other. 
Chris Critchlow

I expected so much from our trip but it delivered much, much more!  A wonderful opportunity to explore a country with like-minded friends.  It's a real geographer's playground!!!

Oliver Forster

I thought it would be colder, wetter and windier. I will take back the realisation that in 3 days you can run out of words that mean awesome.
Janet Rundle

Having wanted to visit Iceland for years I found it surpassed expectations.  I didn't expect Heimaey to be such a beautiful place nor the town to be so large in relation to the rest of the island.  I was surprised at the number of houses in Reykjavik with corrugated metal walls.  I also thought that Reykjavik was supposed to be a "happening" place but not much seemed to happen (on a Thursday evening anyway).  The geyser hot springs were fascinating although I expected them to be dispersed over a much larger area.  Finally the entire day of full sunshine and almost complete lack of rain over 3 days was a fantastic bonus.

Liz Thornton

I was expecting grey, wet, weather and not beautiful blue skies and sunshine.  This was as a result of seeing numerous photographs taken by friends and colleagues.  I was very apprehensive about the flight in a small aircraft but it turned out to be one of the highlights of the trip.  I had imagined more villages inland and not the very scattered settlement pattern.  Finally I was very surprised by how enthusiastic and overwhelmingly friendly the Staffordshire Geography teachers are!!

Caroline Johnstone

Before I went I thought it would be a cold, icy island in the middle of the ocean; plenty of volcanic activity.  A place I have always wanted to visit since learning about Surtsey at school.

Afterwards I thought  Wow!  Amazing!  Big physical geography.  Sprawling capital.  Iceland is not the small island I thought it was, we have only touched one small area.  I would love to come back to share again in this beauty.  Geysir was amazing.  Heimaey was the highlight despite my fear of flying.
Louise Jackson

I expected Iceland to be much colder and to see a lot more snow!  I've always imagined Iceland to be a grey, cloudy, dull country but the fantastic weather proved me wrong!  The waterfalls we visited were awesome and the geysers were fascinating.  The amount of fantastic scenery in this country is unimaginable.  The experience of singing Icelandic hymns in a tiny church is also one I'm not likely to forget in a long time.

Chris Rogers

I expected to see a few more people, vehicles on the road and snow around the glacier.  I also thought the weather would be much colder than it was.  I was struck by the tranquility of the place; peace and quiet everywhere - even in the centre of Reykjavik on a Friday evening at 10.30 pm!  I was expecting to be disappointed when we visited the beach - thinking it would be black and dirty but I was very surprised to find it black but clean!  Everything has been wonderful to see - especially the waterfalls and blue lagoon.  A wonderful experience - something I'll never forget…

Thank you!

Andrea Potts

I expected to see much more snow - the weather surprised me.  I thought the glacier would be white and smooth like an ice rink.  I also found the fact it didn't get properly dark quite fascinating.  There have been so many "magic moments" it's hard to pick any out but flying in a tiny plane and walking behind a waterfall were special…..and the hot rocks….and the geysir…..and taking the bus into Reykjavik…..and the beach with the sparkly black pebbles…….

Barbara Beck

Everything is grandiose
I'm speechless and breathless at times

The rocks, the birds, the sea, the smell!

And now it's raining!

No time for more - yet !!

Sue Cartwright

Never thought I would see a black sand dune with what looked like marram grass!  The black sand was made up of so many other colours and didn't "dirty" anything.  Loved the day to Heimaey, even the 'rough' sea trip.  I understand tectonics, glaciation, etc., far more - may even read up about them in books!  Looking forward to sharing my experiences with the children and hopefully my photos.  Still found the 'black' glacier odd!  Loved the visit and getting away from it all with like-minded people!

