Holidaymakers flee Greek forest fires





ARTICLE C

Tens of thousands of people, including up to a thousand British tourists, took refuge on beaches as forest fires swept through northern Greece last night.
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“It was pretty frightening because the flames were coming closer and closer”. Andy James, British holidaymaker
The Government has sent in troops to help tackle the blazes across a seven-mile front in the resort area of Halkidiki.
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Yannis Stringos, a Greek journalist, said: "There is total chaos on the highways and on the beaches. Tourists are jumping into the sea to protect themselves."

The inferno broke out in the resort area at the end of the hottest day of the year, with temperatures reaching a maximum of 42C and strong prevailing winds.
Police said lightning started the fires in forested areas. About 3,500 hectares (8,500 acres) of pine forest and at least 15 buildings have so far been destroyed in the blaze.
The chief of the Greek fire brigade, Alexander Kois, said last night that the fires were spreading over a seven-mile front, covering numerous resorts in the region of Kasandra, which is the westernmost of three pensinsulas in the Chalkidiki region.
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Holidaymaker Jo Leaney sent the BBC this picture of the fire raging

Mr Kois said tourists were being evacuated in two directions, eastwards to the next pensinsula of Sidonia and westwards towards the city of Salonica.
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