P L T S  in Geography
(Personalised Learning and Thinking Skills)

Activities suggested by Staffordshire Geography teachers during Network meetings Summer 2011
Creative Thinkers

Painting the weather

Writing with empathy

Using Plasticine or play dough for model making

Making volcanoes models

Making contour islands / models 

Disaster planning strategies

Role play

Hot seating

Free choice in presenting work

Mantle of the Expert (Dorothy Heathcote) www.mantleoftheexpert.com/ 

“Flood situation” – dealing with a flood

Evacuation Enterprise
Mysteries 

Projects

Photo Stories – creating a story around a photograph

Games / DMEs where the conditions can change during the exercise / game

Making animals (from David Leat) e.g. adaptation of marine animals, Geography Super Hero, design a sustainable city. 

Living Graph – justification of decision
Effective Participators

Self assessment

Assessment for Learning

Peer Assessment
Eco committee / Eco Schools

Working in School Garden

Feed back from independent research

Recycling in school

Persuasive writing – climate change – cutting down on carbon footprint
Often misunderstood – how do our actions impact on other people / places? Great with climate change and issues such as development. 

Team work – discussion

Renewable energy / wind farm debate

“Hot seat” lessons – questioning tools needed

Debate on rainforests – role play – new logging company

Role play exercises where a decision has to be made based on argument and compromise (e.g. new motorway route)

A local environment project – how we could improve / regenerate local area

Independent enquirers

Future of Antarctica enquiry

Investigate ways to improve the school layout

Japan – letter / leaflet – contrasting viewpoints on the environment (persuasive writing)

Preparation for an earthquake

Development Compass Rose – asking questions of photos www.tidec.org/sites/default/files/uploads/2c.50%20Compass%20rose.pdf
Using images

Mysteries

Research coastal defence systems – report on costs, effectiveness

GCSE Controlled Assessment demands this approach

Controlled Assessment – geographical enquiry, evaluate usefulness of sources and keep a “source diary”

Y7 library project on marine ecosystems

Select topical issues to research – set own objectives. At KS3 this can be practice for GCSE Controlled Assessment. 

Different perspectives – deforestation

Research / extended project culminating in an opinion based or controversial geographical issue in the news

5Ws sheet (who, what, why, where, when and how) investigating a text or an image

Justify their personal opinions in an independent confident manner
Reflective Learners

Peer / self assessment of assessment tasks

Self assessment – set targets from mapwork to improve knowledge of place

Assessment for Learning

Target setting

Using traffic lights cards – red green amber to show level of understanding

What do I already know? What do I want to learn? What have I learned? How can I improve? (in “wraparounds” for unit)

Present a weather forecast and feedback

Modelling exercise on global warming – students peer marked and use traffic lights (i.e. understanding and reflecting on have Learning Objectives been met)

Peer assessment and Self assessment
Projects – AfL booklets. Make changes according to peer assessment comments. Set targets for improvement to inform the final product.

Self marking – reflect on assessments

Peer marking with GCSE exam questions using mark scheme

Students creating exam question and mark schemes

Allow pupils to adapt and change work after peer marking and self review (draft and redraft)

Learning logs

Presentations

Model answers – marked by pupils using mark schemes
When asked to consider own roles / impacts e.g. carbon footprint / environmental impact

Feedback from exam questions

Self-managers
Globalisation - plan and investigate a product which has been around for a while (geography and history)

Homework projects – investigate a European country
World travel fair –each group has a country to promote
Memory mapping

Objective-led tasks (open-ended time limits) – how can they manage themselves

Project work - plan / set their own objectives – work through to the end of the project

Revision

Controlled Assessment

Team workers
Fair Trade games (Chocolate / Orange Trading Game)

What would you take into an earthquake shelter (differences between LEDC and MEDC)

Debate – Logging Company

Montserrat Volcano Activity (from Juicy Geography) 

Business enterprise

Globalisation - card sort – role play

Produce a PowerPoint of results of research – work in 2s/3s and present to rest of class

Role play – tourism in Lanzarote
To produce a “survivors guide” to living in a particular city – each pupil to bring a researched topic and put it into a guide (also links to independent enquirers and reflective learners)

Group presentation – natural hazards

Trading Game

Building models and communicating the process associated with coastal erosion

Decision making exercise re. mapping in Y7

Fieldwork / controlled assessment

Discussing an issue with de Bono’s 6 thinking hats www.debonothinkingsystems.com/tools/6hats.htm 
Analysing BBC articles – Jigsaw activity about o natural hazard
Flooding exhibition – what would happen to the local area?

DME – decision made as a group

Collecting fieldwork data

Work as a team, e.g. each one taking on a thinking hats role

Collect fieldwork data, e.g. river studies, measuring width, depth, velocity, sediment size
River process poster (information, 3 parts, features) display

Discussions

Thinking skills mysteries / living graphs etc.

