Should the UK rebuild the Thames barrier?

Mayor of London

The Mayor of London plays a key role in running London and is elected by the people of London. He sets a citywide vision of improvement, develops strategies and policies to realise the vision and provides funding and encouragement to help make it a reality. The Mayor wants to make London the best big city in the world m 

His work includes making it easier for people to move in and around the city, transforming open spaces into cleaner, calmer, greener places, tackling housing and health inequalities, giving young Londoners a better start in life, championing our city at home and abroad, and more. 

He is also the elected voice of the capital and champions London and Londoners at home and abroad.

The Mayor has a duty to set out plans and policies for London covering transport, planning and development, housing, economic development and regeneration, culture, health inequalities, and a range of environmental issues including climate change, biodiversity, ambient noise, waste disposal and air quality.

Together, these plans and policies must also contribute to sustainable development and the health of Londoners. Flooding poses a significant risk to all these issues, and the Mayor has a responsibility to the safe wellbeing of all Londoners and their properties – including those in flood risk zones
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The IPCC
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON ClimaTe chanee WMo UNEP




The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the leading international body for the assessment of climate change. It was established by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to provide the world with a clear scientific view on the current state of knowledge in climate change and its potential environmental and socio-economic impacts. They state that sea level rise in the LONG TEREM poses huge risks to many of the world’s low lying settlements, such as London.
 
The IPCC is a scientific body. Thousands of scientists from all over the world contribute to the work of the IPCC on a voluntary basis.  
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Anglia Farmers Limited is the leading agricultural purchasing co-operative in the UK operating for the benefit of our 1700 full and 700 associate members farming over 380,000 hectares. Whilst our £175m sourcing power gives us tremendous buying strength, our philosophy is service to our members with our busy trading office seen as an extension to the members own business. 
Anglia farmers represents farmers in Anglia and the Norfolk Broads – Britain’s Bread basket producing most of our wheat.  Unfortunately, most of this huge area is at or only slightly above sea level and is at huge risk from sea level rise.
Anglia farmers think a much better use of the money that would be needed for rebuilding the Thames Barrier would be to protect our fertile farming lands in Norfolk and the Anglia region.
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Engineers and construction companies
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The UK's No.1 Flood Protection Company
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Our clients range from individual home owners, to large Multinational Companies including Blue Chip Utility Companies, Local Authorities, Housing Associations, household name supermarkets and one of the world’s largest companies, Walmart. We have also managed multiple major projects for Government Bodies such as The Environment Agency, The Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and the Ministry of Defence. Our team has the security clearances required to work on some of the most sensitive sites in the UK. 

Some flood protection companies promise the world in terms of products, costs and knowledge but most have little or no experience to back this up. FGSL has demonstrated that we have the ability to deliver cost effective, fit for purpose large scale projects within budget and specific time constraints.   
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For the last 10 years, the UK Rivers Network (UKRN) has been helping to protect rivers and inland waters across England, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales by promoting community-centered, grassroots environmental projects and campaigns.

The UK Rivers Network is based on a simple idea: we encourage people to work together to protect the river-environment across the UK and Ireland—not for any special interest group or activity but for its own sake.

Instead of forming a membership organization with rules and structure and rigid, top-down organization, we decided to become a loose, bottom-up umbrella of a network—like a happy tent where friends with similar ideas could meet up or a magazine read by like-minded people.

We work informally; like a river, we're guided along a fairly well-defined course by our objectives, but we flow and change all the time so we (hopefully) never stagnate.   
One of the biggest threats to rive environments and habitats are flood defence works.  The Thames Flood Barrier would dramatically alter sediment levels and would damage habitats.
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The Angling Trust is the new, single organisation to represent all game, coarse and sea anglers and angling in England. The formation of the Angling Trust brings with it a positive new future for angling. For the first time ever, there is a single body to take cohesive action to solve all the problems that affect our sport.

Flood defences ruin the river bed which can kill bottom feeders.  This can then affect the whole food chain.  In addition, flood defences speed water out of areas into the sea, leaving less natural water for the fish.  The installation of flood defences also ruins water quality, both in the long term and during the construction phases;  Flood defences also favour concrete, which provides zero habitat for fish and riverine species.
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Ian Beale, representing London residents
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The Thames Estuary is a valuable resource for all who live, work and play in the area.  It is home to 12million people and supports a wide range of habitats and wildlife. It is an area where flood risk is particularly high.  The Thames region is at risk from flooding from higher mean sea levels, increased rainfall and tide ranges, and a greater number and intensity of storm events.  The Thames must also contend with the gradual sinking of the south-eastern tip of the British Isles (a process occurring as southern England returns to its original level, prior to it being uplifted during the last ice age.
The area at risk from flooding is home to over a million residents, 500,000 properties, 38 underground stations, City Airport and many areas recognised for their ecological importance.  A large scale flood here would have disastrous consequences, causing millions of pounds worth of damage to businesses, homes and infrastructure, and potentially causing loss of life.   The current Thames Barrier is a deterrent to this.
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Judges

Your job is to come to a judgement on the question above after listening to all of the arguments posed by the following groups;

Mayor of London

IPCC

Anglia Farmers Limited

Flood Guards - Engineers

Rivers Network

Angling Trust

London Residents

You must objectively listen to the arguments of all of the groups, and ask them questions based upon their presentations. 

Jobs to do;

1. Make a list of all of the questions you would like to ask these groups of people.

2. You should also establish criteria to judge the groups presentations by.  Write a list of these criteria and allocate the criteria marks.

3. Choose – a spokesperson who will speak on behalf of the judges

- a secretary who will record the key points and arguments of the different groups
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Let me highlight an important finding “Warming of the climate system is clear as is now evident from observations of increases in global average air and ocean temperature, widespread melting of snow and ice and rising global average sea level;” 


Approximately 20 to 30 percent of plant and animal species assessed so far are likely to be at increased risk of extinction if increases in global average temperatures exceed 1.5 to 2.5 degrees Celsius. 


Human caused warming could lead to some impacts that are abrupt or irreversible depending upon the rate and magnitude of the climate change. 


Partial loss of ice sheets on polar land could imply meters of sea level rise, major changes in coast lines and inundation of low-lying areas, with greatest effects in river deltas and low-lying islands.


Rajendra K. Pachauri, Chief of IPCC








Flooding poses massive risks to huge swathes of London – Yah!  Storm surges, rising sea levels and inland floods on the Thames would spell disaster for us.  To hell with the rest of those Grotty UK residents – Save London with a new Thames Barrier – Yah!





Could we rebuild the Thames Barrier – of course we could!





. Fishing is a major sport and past time in the UK – it should not be damaged because of flood defence works which might not be effective anyway!
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