“When you were on Holiday”
 2006 Teachers Notes
BACKGROUND

Pupils often return to school for a new academic year faced with a plethora of new topics, teachers and teaching rooms. This is even more evident for Year 7 pupils starting a new school. Moreover, for some of these Year 7 pupils, Geography may be a ‘new’ subject to them, or their experience of geographical education at primary may have been different to that which they will experience in secondary school. Setting the right tone, therefore, is an important feature of pupils’ first experience of secondary geography.

The aim of the resources outlined below is an attempt to address some of the above issues. The desirability of picking up on topical issues of which the teacher has been unable to notify pupils because they took place during the summer holidays is hopefully self-evident. Geographical events in some years may be more portentous than in others – witness Hurricane Katrina last August – and obviously, news stories that have a direct impact on the pupils in one’s own school provide much better teaching material than others more distant. The summer holidays of 2006 may not have been bursting with geographical topicality but the articles attached here constitute an attempt to put ‘geography’ in the forefront of pupils’ minds as they return for the Autumn Term.
The resources comprise the following:
· Three abridged articles from online newspapers, with photos (7 x A4 sheets)

· A Key Questions sheet to accompany the articles
· Weblinks sheet

· Flyers used to promote interest in the articles

· Competition sheets (2 x A4 pages)

PRINTING & STORAGE
The articles and other resource sheets could be stored electronically (made accessible to pupils through a Shared Documents area of a school’s Intranet or from the school’s webite), or they could be printed with the three articles and the Key Questions sheet mounted as a wall poster near the Geography Department. The flyers could be posted at busy points around the school building.
PURPOSE

The purpose of these articles is:

· To stimulate interest in events happening in the real world

· To show the relevance of geography to people’s lives
· To illustrate the causes and impact of different weather events

· To provide a model of ‘enquiry’ questions and to encourage pupils to respond to them

· To show that geographical study is not confined to term-time!

· To provide (through the ‘competition’) an opportunity to engage with pupils and raise the profile of Geography within school at the start of the academic year.
