


Key Facts About Child Poverty


3.6 million children are living in poverty in the UK 


The proportion of children living in poverty grew from 1 in 10 in 1979 to 1 in 3 in 1998. Today, 28 per cent of children in Britain are living in poverty. 


Since 1999, when the current Government pledged to end child poverty, 600,000 children have been lifted out of poverty. 


The UK has one of the worst rates of child poverty in the industrialised world 


The majority (52 per cent) of poor children live in a household where at least one adult works. 


45 per cent of poor children live in a household headed by a lone parent. The majority of poor children (55 per cent) live in a household headed by a couple. 


The number of low paid jobs has doubled since 1977 to over 6 million people, a fifth of the workforce. 








The Government wants all children to have the best possible start in life, both for the sake of a happy childhood and to enable them to achieve their full potential in adult life.  It has an ambitious goal to eradicate child poverty by 2020.  Towards achieving this goal, the 2004 Spending Review established a new Public Service Agreement (PSA) target, shared by the Department for Work and Pensions and HM Treasury, to “halve the number of children in relative low-income households between 1998-99 and 2010-11, on the way to eradicating child poverty by 2020.”








TASK:


1. Chose 5 of the Key Facts about poverty. Order the Key Facts about child poverty, starting with the one YOU think is worst and ending with the one you think is least worst.
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