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2/3 of the long distance winners come from Eastern Africa, as the high altitude had increased their lung capacity, thus they can run for longer and excel at distance events. They are also used to it.





63% of all the sprinters come from North America, because it has the money to finance such a specialised sport





The brown line is the “North/South divide.” Above it is the developed world, below: the developing world





The distribution of runners is fairly uneven, yet there are some obvious clusters, and sub-clusters. Africa has over half (58%) of all the runners. This may because running is in their culture; for example, many children have to run a long distance to school. Also, their idols are runners, so the children would want to be like them. Because of their high average incomes, Europe and North America take the other 42%, however many of those athletes train in high altitude, to increase their lung capacity so they can run better. There are no runners from the other three continents, as it is not in their culture to run, and they mostly have low average incomes. They also do not have the facilities that places like USA have.





Distribution of Male Winners of track events at the Olympic Games





Namibia is an exception to the sprint rule (it has a low GDP per Capita) their medals are due to just one particularly talented individual winning two events two years running.





There are no winners from China as it was excluded from the world for a long while, and hasn’t had a chance to re-gain
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