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	0.29 

	Crime is something which most of us find fascinating. 

Whether it’s on television, in the newspapers or in real life, anything involving criminals and the police makes a serious bid for our attention… 



	
	Actuality



	
	It’s a complicated business that comes in many shapes and sizes 

– from burglary or assault involving small-time, local criminals, 

- to international fraud committed by well-organised gangs.



	
	But because it’s carried out by human beings in real places at specific times – it’s possible to talk about the geography of crime. 



	
	In these programmes we’re going to take a look at how geography helps us

- to understand what crime is 

- where it happens, 

- why it might be happening in those places

- and what can be done to stop it.



	
	As we’ll see, geography is playing an important role – locally, nationally and internationally – in the continuing battle against crime.



	1.38

	1. Types of Crime



	
	The London borough of Bexley is in the south-east corner of the Greater London area. And it’s main centre is Bexleyheath.



	
	Right in the heart of the town is the borough headquarters of the Metropolitan Police, and in this  section we’re going to investigate what crime means with the help of some of the officers based here. 



	
	Inspector Tim Hawkins



	3.10
	Every day the senior police officers at Bexleyheath Police Station meet with the borough commander, Robin Merrit, to share information and build up a picture of what’s been happening on their patch.



	
	Actuality



	
	Paul Ramsay is the head of the CID - the Criminal Investigation Department - and it’s his job to report on the number of crimes that occur each day.

But not all crimes are the same. They fall into different categories. 



	
	Paul Ramsay



	4.06


	Categories of Crime


	
	Property Crime – includes burglaries, theft and handling stolen goods, criminal damage, fraud and forgery, counterfeiting, and drug offences



	
	Vehicle Crime – involves, among other things, theft of, and from, motor vehicles



	
	Crimes against the Person – are crimes of violence, including robbery, assault, murder, rape and sexual offences, and race-hate incidents



	
	We’re going to see the police in Bexley deal with a number of criminal incidents. See if you can work out which categories they fall into.



	4.45

	Incident One



	
	It’s quarter past two and Police Constables Jade Hargreaves and Nick Blackburn have just come on duty at the start of their afternoon shift. 

They work on one of Bexley’s Immediate Response units and they’ve been called to an incident in the Welling area where their colleagues are chasing a man who they believe has stolen a car.



	
	By the time they get there a suspect has been arrested.



	
	Actuality

Nick
Actuality



	
	Jade goes off to check the car from which the man was seen to run while Nick helps to take him into custody.



	
	Actuality

Jade



	
	A police check quickly shows that the vehicle hasn’t been stolen. But the search of the car reveals that another kind of crime may have been committed.



	
	Actuality



	6.30

	Measuring Crime



	
	Actuality



	
	There are two ways of measuring the levels of crime in Britain.



	
	The first is simply to count the number of incidents that are actually reported to the police by members of the public every day. 



	
	The problem with this method is that, for one reason or another, many people don’t report crimes against themselves or their property.



	
	The other way that’s used by the government to measure levels of crime is through the British Crime Survey, which is based on interviews with forty thousand people every year. 



	
	Commander Merritt



	7.34
	Behind every crime statistic, of course, is a real human story. John Crouch and his family have just been the victims of a fourth attempted break-in at their home in Sidcup. 



	
	John Crouch 


	8.15


	According to both Reported Crime and the British Crime Survey, the levels of crime are falling steadily. Over the last few years there’s been a significant reduction in the number of crimes committed not just in Bexley, but in the whole of Britain. 

But the public aren’t convinced. 



	
	Vox Pops



	
	Strangely enough while crime levels are apparently falling, the public perception of crime is on the increase. 



	
	Commander Merritt



	9.44
	Incident Two



	
	It’s 4.15 and Nick and Jade are searching for a getaway car used by a man who’s just attacked a woman in her home. At this stage it’s being treated as suspected robbery.



	
	Jade



	
	As more details come in it’s clear that this was a very serious assault.



	
	Actuality

Jade



	
	The A2 is an important route from Central London through Kent to the Port of Dover, and it goes right through the heart of the borough. As well as allowing for a quick getaway, it’s a vital economic link which attracts other criminal activities such as drug trafficking and lorry hijacking.  



	
	Nick



	11.18
	Crime and Place



	
	It’s very important to the police that they know their patch. At the daily briefing Inspector Tim Hawkins highlights issues in particular parts of the borough. Each area has its own characteristics as far as crime is concerned. 



	
	Actuality



	
	The community officer for Erith is PC Shaz Jamal. It’s one of the busiest areas in the borough for a range of crimes. 



	
	Shaz 



	
	Crime happens for all sorts of reasons, but Shaz is convinced that the environment, the very design of places like shopping centres and housing estates, plays an important influence on criminal behaviour.



	
	Shaz



	
	PC Jamal believes that this idea of ‘in-built crime’ also applies to the design and layout of some of the big housing estates in the area. 



	
	Shaz



	14.20
	Crime and Time



	
	The Broadway in Bexleyheath is a very important shopping and leisure centre in the borough, and it has its own crime characteristics. The community police officers who are responsible for this beat are Guy Yea and Paul Farmery. 



	
	Guy Yea



	
	A big issue on the Broadway is disorder – but it relates to two very specific times of the day. The first is for about an hour from 3.30 in the afternoon when hundreds of pupils from the local high schools come here to meet their friends and catch buses home.



	
	Paul Farmery



	
	The second time of day when disorder can be a problem is late in the evening when the pubs close.



	
	Guy Yea



	16.14
	Incident Three



	
	Actuality



	
	It’s just after 9 pm., and Nick and Jade are responding to a call about a suspected drug deal taking place on Broadway.



	
	Actuality

Nick



	
	Commander Merritt



	18.15
	2. Patterns of Crime



	
	Each crime, each violation of the law, has its own characteristics. 



	
	But however unique and random these offences may look, there are often deep, underlying patterns to crime in many places.  



	
	In this section we’re going to find out how maps are playing an important role in helping to identify these patterns – and solve crime.



	
	Analysing Crime



	18.49
	Maps have always been important in investigating crime because they help police to keep track of where crimes have been committed and where evidence has been found. 



	
	Until fairly recently crime maps were huge, wall-size affairs with pins of various colours stuck in them. 



	
	But these maps had their problems: they were big and cumbersome and over the course of long investigations it was easy to lose track of information. 



	
	But computers have made a big difference to police work:



	
	Allison Lake and Petra Mead are Crime Analysts who work for the South Wales Police in Cardiff.

Petra Mead



	
	And what’s really made a big difference to their work is the invention of G.I.S. – the computerised Geographic Information System.



	
	Alison Lake



	
	Using a GIS, an investigator might want to add the location of car parks, for example, to a map. Adding other layers of information like this might help to show if there any patterns to recent car thefts. 



	
	 A major use of the GIS in police work is to show where the main centres – or hots spots of crime – are. 



	
	Petra


	
	Swansea is in the western part of the South Wales Police area, and one of the biggest problems to tackle here is vehicle crime.



	21.22
	Case One: Swansea Arson



	
	DI Dale Ponting



	
	Working closely with the Fire Service, crime analysts from South Wales Police gathered data on all these cases of vehicle arson. 



	
	Beth Carlyle



	
	They soon began to identify a hotspot in one particular area of Swansea – the Blaen-y-Maes estate.



	
	Beth Carlyle



	
	Mair Baker
Beth Carlyle
Mair Baker


	
	Over to the east in the London Borough of Bexley, the use of maps has led police to make connections between major bus routes and patterns of robbery in the area. 



	24.05
	Case Two: Bexley Robberies 



	
	Ajoke Felase

Kurt Conroy



	26.45


	Geographic Profiling



	
	At Bramshill Police College in Hamshire a new generation of investigators are being specially trained to use geography in their work. 



	
	Actuality



	
	Detective Inspector Neil Trainor is what’s known as a geographic  profiler. He’s Britain’s leading expert in the use of mapping techniques in criminal investigations. 



	
	Neil Trainor



	
	Geographic Profiling has developed using ideas and insights taken from the study of different kinds of human behaviour, not just crime. 



	
	Although we’re all individuals with our own unique characteristics, scientists who study human behaviour have seen that we’re also social animals - we tend to operate according to similar principles and behave in predictable ways. 



	
	One of the important ways in which we behave alike is in the use of what’s called our ‘mental maps’.



	
	Neil Trainor



	
	Our mental maps record our feelings about different locations: 

- where our anchor points are

- where we feel ‘at home’ and relaxed

- where we feel vulnerable and uncomfortable. 

Criminals have the same kind of mental maps as anyone else. They have their ‘comfort zones’ too, and so crime sites offer valuable clues to the Geographic Profilers. 



	
	Neil Trainor
 

	
	Another way in which human beings tend to act alike is according to what’s called the ‘least-effort’ principle.

This says that, in general, people won’t put any more effort into an activity than they really need to. 



	
	The ‘least-effort’ principle is used by business planners and marketing people as they try to work out the best and most profitable place to build a new supermarket or restaurant. 



	
	They look at large centres of population and at the road and transport links connecting them, and then calculate which sites offer the easiest access for the largest number of people. 



	
	Neil Trainor


	
	Profilers like Neil Trainor are convinced that most serious criminals will do their dirty work relatively close to home, in places near where they live, work, and spend their leisure time. 

By looking at a series of crimes that they know have been committed by the same person, they’re able to identify patterns and concentrate their search in the most likely area where the criminal lives.


	31.25
	3. Designing Out Crime



	
	Geography can help us understand the nature of crime – and, sometimes, even how to solve it. 

It can also help to prevent it.



	
	In this section we’re going to take a look at the built environment.  We’ll see how, by changing the design of streets and buildings, it’s possible to cut crime. 



	32.00 


	The Estate



	
	The Meadowell estate is on the eastern edge of the city of Newcastle in the Northumbria Police area.  

Today it’s a well-cared for, thriving community. But for years Meadowell was a place that was troubled by many social problems, including poverty, high unemployment, and a soaring crime rate. 



	
	PC Steve Tunmore



	
	Back in the early 1990s it was a large estate with about 2,000 homes. 



	
	Alan Robson



	
	Carole Bell



	
	And then in September 1991 the estate erupted in major rioting.

Many homes and shops were set on fire, police and firemen were attacked.



	
	Steve Tunmore



	
	The riot devastated what was already a deprived, neglected estate. Meadowell seemed to be a place completely without hope. 



	
	Steve Tunmore



	
	But 12 years on, the estate has been transformed. Huge changes have taken place in the design and layout of Meadowell – and, amazingly, the crime rate has plummeted.



	
	All kinds of issues have been addressed – including the quality of the housing, jobs, and local facilities.

But many of the improvements are connected to changes in the physical environment of the area. 



	
	Alan Robson



	
	Many police forces now employ specially trained people, called Architect Liason Officers, whose job it is to try to ‘design out crime’. 

They work with businesses and local communities to identify problems in their area, and introduce designs which reduce or eliminate crime. 



	
	Dave Fryer



	
	In this open plan environment there were large areas in front of and between houses, for which noone had any special ownership or responsibility. 



	
	Alan Robson



	
	Crime flourished in these conditions, because most criminals are opportunists – they see their chance and take it. 



	
	Dave Fryer



	
	By putting up walls and fences around peoples’ homes on the Meadowell estate, the planners and designers were creating what’s called ‘defensible space’. 

It’s now known that people maintain and control an area if it’s  clearly defined as their own. 

If it belongs to them – if it’s clearly marked out as their ‘patch’ – they look after it, defend it, and can quickly identify individuals who have no right to be there. 



	
	Another way in which the planners have tried to reduce the opportunities for crime and increase the residents’ awareness of what’s happening around them is by looking at the layout of the roads and paths through the estate.



	
	Alan Robson



	
	They’ve created lots of cul-de-sacs which make it much more difficult for criminals to pass by unnoticed. 



	
	Dave Fryer



	
	The policing of Meadowell has seen huge changes since 1991, with much more emphasis now on community officers who walk around their beat. 



	
	Steve Tunmore



	
	But one of the biggest and most controversial changes to the environment in Meadowell has been the introduction of CCTV cameras. 



	38.19 
	The Cameras



	
	Vox Pops



	
	The CCTV cameras on Meadowell are monitored – alongside hundreds of other from the region - at North Tyneside Council Control Room,  a few miles away. 



	
	Paul Gullon



	
	CCTV cameras can act as a deterrent to crime in the areas where they’re located. And this is why cameras are now often placed in crime hotspots such as town centres and busy shopping areas. 

Actuality

But they can also help the police to be more efficient by directing officers to places and incidents where they’re really needed. 

Actuality

	
	This operator in the CCTV control room in Newcastle city centre has just drawn police attention to a man who’s using drugs.



	
	The ability of the cameras to capture in detail what’s going on is amazing - and perhaps a bit intimidating, too.



	40.31


	The Village



	
	Just a few miles outside of Newcastle is the village of Stamfordham.



	
	The environment of rural Northumberland is obviously quite different to urban areas like Newcastle city centre or Meadowell estate.

And the crime rates are a lot lower. But that doesn’t mean that crime isn’t a problem at all.  



	
	Harry Wilkinson



	
	Preventing crime in this kind of environment may mean fitting better alarms and security systems. But there’s a lot to be said for the design of the old-fashioned village.



	
	Harry Wilkinson



	
	Designing out crime from city centres or housing estates, may involve making difficult or unpopular changes to much-loved environments. 



	
	The ideal, if at all possible, is to build crime prevention into new developments right from the beginning. And that’s what happening here in Newcastle.



	42.25


	The New Development



	
	Ian Stewart



	
	Ian Stewart is a property developer, and his company is working on a new complex in Newcastle’s Quayside area. He’s been working closely with an Architect Liason Officer from Northumbria Police -  Alan Dunn.



	
	Ian Stewart 



	
	Alan Dunn



	44.27
	4. Global Crime



	
	Most crimes are very local and opportunistic, carried out by small-time criminals. 



	
	But sometimes they are the result of a huge network of criminal activity that crosses international borders and sucks in people from many different countries. 



	
	Every day hundreds, perhaps thousands, of counterfeit, goods are bought and sold in high streets, markets stalls, and car boot sales all over the country. It’s a multi-million pound industry. 

Some of these are locally produced. But many are imported from sources all over the world.



	
	In this section, we’re going to explore the global dimensions of a crime that came to light on the streets of a small English town. 



	45.21
	A Local Crime



	
	The story begins in Northampton in the Midlands of England.



	
	Bryan Lewin is a Trading Standards officer in Northampton, and he’s in charge of the anti-counterfeiting unit.  



	
	Bryan Lewin



	
	It’s the job of Trading Standards officers like Bryan to protect consumers and enforce fair trading laws, and a good part of their work takes them to places like this market where fake goods are suspected of being sold. 



	
	Bryan Lewin



	
	Actuality



	
	As well as raids on suspect dealers, Trading Standards officers sometimes receive tip-offs from the public or from other agencies. 

And that’s what happened recently to Jenny McCruden and her colleagues in Northampton. 

They received information about large quantities of suspicious goods being delivered to addresses in the area. 



	
	Jenny McCruden



	
	At these various premises which all turned out to be rented by the same person, they discovered counterfeit products bearing a number of very well-known trade-marks. 



	
	Jenny McCruden



	
	As a result of this discovery a man was tried and found guilty of 15 counterfeit offences in Northampton Crown Court.



	
	But big though this find was it’s clearly just the tip of the iceberg in terms of counterfeit crime in the UK.



	48.35
	A National Crime



	
	Mike Roylance

ADIDAS



	
	Alan Joy

LEVI’S



	49.28
	An International Crime 



	
	In the Northampton case, the trail of the counterfeit goods leads well beyond the borders of the United Kingdom. 



	
	Investigators working for the brands whose trademarks were used have discovered that the products were imported into the European Community from a number of different countries.



	
	Undercover Investigator

REACT UK



	
	Brussels Airport in Belgium is an important point of entry into the European Community. 



	
	Once goods have cleared customs here they can be quickly shipped to all parts of Europe, without any further checks.



	
	Customs Officers are constantly on the lookout for suspicious shipments that may contain drugs, or counterfeit products.



	
	Bart

Belgian Customs Officer



	
	The customs team have had some success. Bart has intercepted two suspect boxes from Pakistan sent to a private address in Belgium. 



	
	Bart



	
	There are over 2,500 discs altogether, and with a street value of 10 euros each, this consignment of goods would have been worth at least 25,000 euros to the criminals.



	
	Bryan Lewin



	
	In the Northampton case:

· the goods were produced as far apart as Hong Kong,  Thailand and Russia
· the whole consignment was put together in Turkey
· then transported over large distances to ports in the EC.

· A lot of organisation was needed to get it to local distributors in the Midlands. 



	
	Undercover Investigator


	
	Many people can’t get too worked up about counterfeiting because of the cheap prices that come with it. But it’s a crime with serious consequences:



	
	Bryan Lewin



	54.25
	5. For Teachers



	
	THE GEOGRAPHY OF CRIME

Why teach it?



	
	Chris Durbin

It’s modern, it’s relevant, it’s challenging…



	
	Ceri Wetherall
For human geography in particular, this is one topic that enagages the pupils, stimulates their interest and really acts as a means to get them to want more and more…



	
	Bob Jones

Some people watching might think, well, it is a little bit woolly…



	
	Chris Durbin

Traditionally we’ve studied mountains, weather, why not crime…



	
	Bob Jones
The important thing is that it’s about locating places, it’s still geography, it’s about actually seeing patterns on the ground, it’s about looking at things at a different scale, but it’s also about environmental awareness…



	
	THE GEOGRAPHY OF CRIME

What does it offer?



	
	Chris Durbin

It’s citizenship… literacy becomes quite important in it, as well as numeracy…


	
	Citizenship



	
	Ceri Wetherall
This particular subject hits so many different topics in the Personal Social Education of pupils. It allows them to be aware of crime around them, it helps them to be aware of how to report crime, the confidence to do so, and to create good moral values among our pupils…



	
	Numeracy



	
	Chris Durbin

We all know there are lies, damn lies and statistics – but kids have to begin to understand what’s going on in the data, and what it doesn’t tell them, as well as what it does tell them…



	
	Bob Jones

You can actually make a mapping analysis of the percentage of burglaries in every hundred square meters, you can actually graph information on excel spread charts, you do a more analytical analysis of this geographical phenomenon…



	
	Literacy


	
	Chris Durbin 

The literacy aspect becomes strong because you really want to engage them in a ‘citizenship in geography’ project by getting them to write about crime, to think about it, to ask questions about it, to even write to the local newspaper about it…



	
	THE GEOGRAPHY OF CRIME

How can I use these programmes?
                             

	
	Chris Durbin

Teaching with a video is thinking about before, during and after…



	
	Before…



	
	Chris Durbin

Before, you want to set it up, you want to get youngsters involved in thinking about what they’re about to see…



	
	Don’t let the class sit passively



	
	Bob Jones

They live in an environemtn which is much more aware of these issues relating to crime – they also have lots of fears and worries…



	
	Get them talking about their experience of crime



	
	Chris Durbin

I would get youngsters listing the crimes that they’re aware of. 

I might get them to rank them in order of seriousness…



	
	Encourage the students to be active viewers



	
	Ceri Wetherall

… so that they actually lead the lesson, and from them those value judgements, and morals and standards come, not from the teacher.



	
	During…



	
	Chris Durbin 

During, you want them to watch and think, but not necessarily be distracted by writing too much…



	
	Programme clip



	
	After…



	
	Chris Durbin

And after, you want to develop their ideas to a deeper understanding…



	
	Bob Jones

I’ve sent children out with digital cameras and they’ve taken pictures of areas they feel very safe and areas they feel unsafe. Students can then identify why they felt safe or unsafe by looking at the relevant geography in the area…



	
	THE GEOGRAPHY OF CRIME

What are the pitfalls?


	
	Bob Jones

I think this can be a rather complex issue for young people. It can be a frightening issue, and I think it’s up to the judgement of teachers to actually teach this in a sensitive way, especially when we’re dealing with crime and the victims of crime.



	
	Credits
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