“ Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future “







Michael Palin

CHORLTON GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT – Options 2005

[image: image1.png]


We believe that you should take Geography because it helps you:

to understand the environment at local and global scales

to know your world through fieldwork

to make wise decisions that balance the environment and development concerns

to develop a wide range of skills such as presenting arguments or map skills

to use computers and other technology

for analysis / presentation

to understand other cultures in UK and throughout the world

to know where places in the world are
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Facts that Year 9s should know about GCSE Geography : 

1. Geography is the UK’s most popular optional GCSE

2. Geography is the UK’s 6th most popular GCSE 

3.Geography links extremely well with specialist science and arts subjects, so it is ideal for a balanced curriculum

4.Geography is the UK’s 6th most popular A-level. This popularity is likely to increase with new AS/A2-levels

5.Geography has one of the highest rates of graduate employability, being highly valued by employers
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Will Geography be useful to you in the future ?

Geography will help you to be more aware of the everyday life and problems of the people who live around you, in other parts of the UK, and across the world. Geography is a highly topical subject, ever changing as world events unfold.  When you see newspaper items or television reports about a controversial new runway for an airport in Manchester for example, then your geography course will help you make sense of what is going on.  Geography will make you a better, more aware citizen.  Choosing geography with other subjects which interest you could lead to a future career. Some combinations are listed below along with the type of jobs you could expect to qualify for:















Who can do Geography?

Anyone who wants to. Within each option there are likely to be different groups for different abilities.  Some groups will complete more work, at a faster pace and in more detail.  Other groups will work more slowly. You should be able to cope with the work whatever your ability. If you choose geography you must be prepared to work hard. There is a lot of work to get through but if you keep up to date and listen carefully in class then you should be able to achieve the best grade that you are capable of.  There are two levels of examinations; Foundation level – Grades C to G, Higher level – Grades A* to D.  

As well as combining well with other subjects, geography itself contains many skills which can learnt in other subjects. Some examples are as follows: 














GCSE GEOGRAPHY WITH…





.Art + Design Technology





….Science





ICT :


Spreadsheet


Statistical Analysis


Web design


PowerPoint





…history





…modern languages





…maths





…various subjects





Advertising, architecture, cartography, landscape design





Agriculture, environmental health, estate management, nature conservation





Art :


Sketching


Designing plans








Archaeology, law, libraries, museums, publishing





Business, bilingual secretary, overseas marketing, leisure and tourism





Civil engineering, meteorology, mining, navigation, photography





Leisure services, sport and recreation management, social and youth work, surveying, transport services, banks, building societies, business, civil service, secretary/PA, police, army, health service





POTENTIAL CAREERS





History :


Researching an area’s development





Science :


Acid rain


Greenhouse effect


Resources





English :


Verbal presentation skills


Debating skills


Persuasive writing





Maths :


Statistical analysis


Projections


Percentages





GEOGRAPHY





Economics:


World trade





Politics :


World governments, climate change











What will I study in Year 10 and Year 11?


YEAR 10


Autumn Term: Settlement / Urbanisation / Urban sprawl/regeneration


Spring Term: Glaciation or Coastal Erosion


Summer Term: Resources / Tourism and National Parks / Green Tourism


YEAR 11


Autumn Term: Rivers / Tectonics / Responses


Spring Term: Industry / Globalisation / Science Parks 


Summer Term: Global Warming / Pollution control 





Exams : 75 % 


The exams will assess knowledge / understanding and skills connected with the above topics


Coursework : 25 % 


Coursework will be a study of tourism pressures in Castleton.  This is a village located in the Peak District and will involve field visits in order to obtain data for the investigation. It must incorporate ICT skills.


*STOP PRESS!- Geography department beats school average


 once again – 57% A* - C PASSES!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!





‘Driven by enthusiasm and confident subject knowledge, teachers create an ethos for learning where pupils feel that geography matters and affects the spirits and emotions as well as the mind’ OFSTED (School Inspectors) Last inspection








