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Appendix i

Initial questionnaire of teachers starting SIfT training 

I am currently studying for an MA in Educational Management at Keele University and I am just starting the research element of the course. I am intending to undertake research into the impact of national initiatives for ICT on Geography departments. I would be grateful of you take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire as you begin your NOF training. Even partially completed returns will be of use. There is no need to include your name, unless you would be prepared to participate in a follow up questionnaire or visit. (Please see section 3)

Thank you for your help and co-operation.

Kate Russell

Adviser for Geography, Staffordshire LEA
Section 1
1. Your age range

21 - 30

(Please circle one)
31 – 40





41 – 50





51 – 60

2. Gender


Female

Male
(Please circle one)

3. For how long have you been teaching?
4. What is your current role and responsibility (e.g. Head of Geography Department; Head of Year and Geography teacher; Teacher of Geography and Mathematics, etc.)


5. What approximate percentage of your total teaching time is spent teaching Geography this academic year? 

6. Do you have a computer at home?
Yes

No
(Please circle one)
7. If you have a computer at home, please indicate the facilities it has
(Please circle as appropriate)
Internet access



Multimedia / CD-ROM
None of these



Laptop

8. Do you use this home system for professional use? (Please circle one)
Yes

No

9. Was this home system provided for your use by a national or local initiative (Please circle as appropriate)

Computers for Teachers


NGfL



Portables for Teachers


SLN@home


Other initiative (please specify) 

It is my own computer

10. Please give a rough indication of your ICT capability (Please circle one)
Beginner


Intermediate


Advanced

Section 2

11. Do you have access to a computer within the Geography department for professional use? (Please circle one)

Yes

No

12. If you have a computer in the department, please indicate the facilities it has (Please circle as appropriate)
Internet access

Multimedia / CD-ROM
Laptop


Connected to school network

None of these

13. Please indicate which software you use as a professional tool (i.e. to create worksheets and teaching resources, for research, to help with administration, etc.) (Please circle as many as appropriate)

Word



Excel


PowerPoint

DTP (e.g. Publisher)

Database 

Internet

E-Mail



Encarta

CD-ROMs (Please specify) 

Other software (Please specify)


14. Please indicate software, which you have used with pupils during Geography lessons. (Please circle as many as appropriate)

Word



Excel


PowerPoint

DTP (e.g. Publisher) 

Database

Internet

E-Mail



Encarta

CD-ROMs (Please specify) 

Other software (Please specify)


15. How have you received previous training in the use of ICT? 
(Please tick as appropriate.)


Departmental INSET


On school-based INSET


On LEA training courses e.g. at an IT centre in school time


At an evening class /adult education course in my own time


It was part of my Initial Teacher Training Course


I am self-taught with no formal training


I have had no ICT training at all

16. Was this training related specifically to Geography or in general ICT skills? (Please circle one or both)
Geography 

General


17. What do you regard as being the main barriers to using ICT either as a professional tool or in your teaching?



18. What do you regard as the main benefits of using ICT either as a professional tool or in your teaching?





19. What are your perceptions of the NOF training scheme? (Please tick the statement which expresses closest to how you feel or provide your own)

A good opportunity for professional development related to my teaching


I’ve been told to do it  and I know I’ve got to


I feel threatened by it and I am not looking forward to it


Other (Please specify) 


Section 3


20. Would you be prepared to complete a more detailed questionnaire in 4 – 6 months time?
Yes

No

21. Could I visit you in school in about 4 months time and observe a Geography lesson involving ICT? 
Yes

No

Thank you very much for your time and help you have given in completing this questionnaire.

The following details are not necessary unless you would like to provide them or would be prepared to take part in a follow up in about 4 months time. 

Name 





School
Contact telephone



E-mail address
(Please specify school or home, which 

ever is most convenient)

Appendix ii

Questionnaire used as the basis for interview with teachers from case study schools

Appendix iii

Some Government initiatives in IT and ICT since 1980 

1980 – 1986
Microelectronics Education Programme


DES

1981
Information Technology Centres


TeCs

1981 – 1982
Micros in Schools scheme


DTI

1982 – 1984
Micros in Primary Schools scheme


DTI

1983 – 1984
Secondary schools extension


DTI

1983 – 1995
TVEI


DoE

1985 – 1988
Support for Educational Software


DTI

1986
Modems in schools


DTI

1986 – 1988
Micros in Education Support Unit (MESU)


DES

1986 – 1989
NERIS


DTI

1987
IT equipment in schools


DTI

1987 – 1993
IT in Schools Strategy includes Advisory Teachers, Learning Geography with Computers pack

DES

1988
National Council for Educational Technology (NCET) replaces MESU


DES

1993 - 1994
Pilot Portable Computers for Teachers


DfE

1994 - 1995
Geography IT Support Project includes CD-ROM evaluations and Geography software packs

DES / NCET



1997
BECTa formed from NCET


DfEE

1997
NGfL and VTC launched


DfEE

1998
Multimedia Portables for Teachers


DfEE / BECTa



1999 - 2002
NOF ICT training for teachers and school librarians 


NOF / TTA

2000 and 2001
Computers for Teachers (50% subsidy)
DfEE





2001
New Orders for National Curriculum Geography makes the use of ICT compulsory 




Appendix iv

Software used in Geography identified by teachers during the research

The core software and computer applications used professionally by teachers (detailed figures of the extent of their use can be found in Table 1 in Chapter Four.

Internet Explorer, Word, E-mail, Excel, PowerPoint, Encarta, Desk Top Publishing (e.g Publisher), Database software

Other software, including CD-ROMs, identified by teachers as being used as professional tools

Access, Aegis, Amazonia, Changing Environments, Corel Draw, Digital map data, Freelance Graphics, GeoDome, Japan 2000, Landscapes, MacSat satellite receiver, MapMaker Pro, Page Plus, PhotoJam, Physical World, Population Concern, SCAMP, SECOS, SIMs, Thinkwave Educator, Understanding Weather, Weather Station, World Atlas.

The core software and computer applications used by teachers with their pupils (detailed figures of the extent of their use can be found in Table 2 in Chapter Four.

Internet Explorer, Word, E-mail, Excel, Paint, PowerPoint, Encarta, Desk Top Publishing (e.g Publisher), Database software

Other software, including CD-ROMs, identified by teachers as being used with their pupils

Amazonia, Changing Environments, Corel Draw, Encarta, Japan 2000, Kenya, Local Studies, Mac Sat, OS View 3, Page Plus, PhotoJam, Physical World, Pinpoint, Population Concern, Revise GCSE, SCAMP, SECOS, Staffordshire Land Use, Understanding Weather, Violent Planet, Weather Station software, 

Appendix v

A summary of the software and hardware used by the case study schools 

Generic content free software

Generic / content free software
Used regularly
Used occasionally
Never used


by myself
by my pupils
by

myself
by my pupils
by

myself
by my pupils

Word
7
5
1
3



Excel
4
1
4
7



Publisher
5
2
2
6
1


PowerPoint
3
2
5
5

1

Access




8
8

Other database (Pinpoint identified)


2
2
6
6

Paint or other graphics software

1
1
5
7
2

Image manipulation software
1

3
2
4
6

Internet Explorer
7
4
1
4



Encarta
2
1
3
6
3
1

Table 8 Generic content free software used by the Case Study schools

Other software mentioned were PhotoJam and Outlook (for e-mail)

Teachers were asked to select one generic piece of software which they could not be without. The following were identified:-

Word (by four teachers) because it is flexible and because text is so critical to geography; 

PowerPoint (by two teachers) because of the value of using digital images and bullet points as a presentational tool; because it is easy to use and great for displaying images

Internet Explorer (by two teachers) because it provides acceess to a huge amount of information and resources

Geography specific software
Geography specific
Used regularly
Used occasionally
Never used


by myself
by my pupils
by

myself
by my pupils
by

myself
by my pupils

Local Studies


1
1
7
7

Aegis




8
8

SECOS
1
1
1
1
6
6

Violent Earth CD Rom


1
1
7
7

World Atlas


5
5
3
3

Physical World CD Rom
1
1
4
4
3
3

SCAMP CD Rom
1
1

1
7
6

Table 9 Subject specific software used by the Case Study schools

Other software mentioned were the CD-ROMs Census, Changing Environments, Understanding Weather, Kenya and Map Maker and OS View. 

Teachers were asked to select one generic piece of software which they could not be without. Not all teachers were able to answer this, but the following were identified:-

SECOS was named by one teacher who understood its full capabilities.

Local Studies because it supports geographical enquiry and progression is built in so it caters for all pupils.

World Atlas was named by one teacher as a useful source of data.

Hardware
Hardware
Used regularly
Used occasionally
Never used


by myself
by my pupils
by

myself
by my pupils
by

myself
by my pupils

Scanner
4
2
2
3
2
3

Digital still camera
1

6
6
1
2

Digital video camera


2
2
6
6

Interactive whiteboard


1
1
7
7

Digital data projector
2
1
3
3
3
4

Weather station
1
1
4
5
3
2

Data logging equipment


3
3
5
5

Table 10 Hardware used by the Case Study schools

Other hardware mentioned was a slide scanner

Teachers were asked to select one item of hardware that they could not be without. The following were identified:-

Scanner (was named by three teachers) because it is so flexible and because images are so important for geography; in order to have all the prints I have taken made electronic so I have the best of both worlds.

Digital camera because images can be obtained easily and cheaply and then used in a variety of ways.

Data projector in conjunction with PowerPoint for displays and to demonstrate new skills and resources

Appendix vi

General educational Websites

British Educational Communications and Technology agency


www.becta.org.uk



Department for Education and Skills


www.dfes.gov.uk (formerly www.dfee.gov.uk)



National Curriculum


www.nc.net/uk

National Grid for Learning
www.ngfl.gov.uk



Ofsted


www.ofsted.gov.uk

Qualifications and Curriculum Authority


www.qca.org.uk

Teacher Training Agency


www.canteach.gov.uk

Virtual Teachers Centre


http://vtc.ngfl.gov.uk

Geography Websites

Geographical Association
www.geography.org.uk



Kent County Council NGfL


www.kented.org.uk/ngfl

Meteorological Office


www.met-office.gov.uk

Ordnance Survey


www.ordsvy.gov.uk

Royal Geographic Society


www.rgs.org

Staffordshire County Council NGfL (Geography on Staffordshire Learning Net)


www.sln.org.uk/geography


Staffordshire ICT for Teachers (SIFT)


www.staffs.sc.uk/sift

Wakefield LEA NGfL (Go Wild)
www.wakefield.gov.uk




Appendix vii

Glossary of terms

ALL
Anytime Anywhere Learning: Microsoft laptops for teachers scheme 



ATP
Approved Training Provider. An organisation approved to provide training for teachers under the NOF programme.



BECTa 
British Educational Technology Agency (formerly MESU and then NCET)



CPD
Continuing Professional Development



DES
Department for Education and Science



DfEE
Department for Education and Employment (from 1997)



DfES
Department for Education and Skills (from 2001)



Digital camera


A camera which stores photos in digital form

DTP
Desk Top Publishing



e-mail
Electronic mail. The sending and receiving of messages via the Internet



Forums
Conferencing areas where registered users may contribute to public discussions of common interest



GA
Geographical Association



GA ICT WG
Geographical Association ICT Working Group



Generic software
Computer programs with no specific content which can be used in a variety of ways



GIS
Geographic Information Systems

Hardware
General term referring to computers and to peripheral devices that connect to computers



ICT
Information and Communications Technology



INSET
In-service training



Internet
The world-wide “network of networks” connected by telephone systems that enables transfer of information such as text, pictures, e-mail and provides services. 



IT
Information Technology



KS3
Key Stage Three (pupils from 11 – 14 years of age) in Years 7, 8 and 9



LEA
Local Education Authority



MESU
Microelectronics Education Support Unit



NCET
National Council for Educational Technology



Network
A network connects computers together so that they can share the use of software and peripherals such as printers and access to the Internet.



NGfL
National Grid for Learning



NOF
New Opportunities Fund



Ofsted
Office for Standards in Education



PTA
Parent Teacher Association



QCA
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority



QLS
Quality Learning Services



SIfT
Staffordshire ICT for Teachers



SLN
Staffordshire Learning Net



SLN@home
Staffordshire Learning Net at home: an NGfL scheme to provide computers and training for teachers in Staffordshire



SMT
Senior Management Team



Software
The programs or applications which run on computers



TTA
Teacher Training Agency



VTC
Virtual Teachers Centre



Appendix viii

SIfT grid

Appendix ix

ICT Personal Development Plan for Geography Teachers

How would you best describe your confidence in the following generic software?

Are you
very confident?
confident?
uncertain?
unfamiliar?

File management





Word processing





DTP





Presentation





Spreadsheets





Databases





World wide web browser





Web authoring





Email





Other





How would you best describe your confidence in the following subject specific software?

Are you
very confident?
confident?
uncertain?
unfamiliar?

Digital maps





Geographic Information Systems





Geography Specific Software (please name)





Geography Specific Software (please name)





How would you best describe your confidence in information handling?

Are you
very confident?
confident?
uncertain?
unfamiliar?

Searching a CD ROM





Browsing the world wide web





Searching the world wide web





Saving and using TEXT from the web





Saving and using IMAGES from the web





Acknowledging digital sources 





Creating /Using Favorites/Bookmarks





Selecting and rejecting information





Defining target audience and purpose for information





Exchanging information using a forum





Other





How would you best describe your confidence in classroom management with ICT?

Are you
very confident?
confident?
uncertain?
unfamiliar?

Incidental use with a small group on stand-alone





Incidental use of a Internet linked computer





Teaching a whole class in a networked computer room





Managing individual tasks of pupils in a computer room





Using a data projector





Using a scanner





Using a digital camera





Other





How would you best describe your confidence in planning lessons with ICT?

Are you
very confident?
confident?
uncertain?
unfamiliar?

Know when ICT enhances geography





Create stimulating geographical enquiry-based lesson using ICT





Able to differentiate for more confident pupils





Aware of how it supports the learning for the more and least able





Recognise high quality geography and high quality ICT from pupils





ACTION PLAN FOR GEOGRAPHY AND ICT

My immediate needs are:

In the medium term I will:

In the long term I intend to:
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