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A GEOGRAPHICAL QUESTION OF SPORT.

What factors affect the distribution of global sports?

Name 





Form

In this enquiry you will investigate an aspect of global sport and identify the factors which affect its distribution. There are two parts to this;

Part 1, completed by everyone, looks at the distribution of men’s Golf and develops some of the techniques and sources of information necessary to complete the enquiry in part 2.

Part 2  is an individual study in which you have some choice as to which global sport and which aspect to study. Two suggestions based on Tennis and Track events in Athletics are described in detail and other possible investigations are outlined. 

There is considerable flexibility in this investigation and in the enquiry that you undertake in part 2 you can develop your own investigation in consultation with your teacher. 

Presentation.
Much of the analysis is done using tables and maps and these should have titles and be fully annotated. Each enquiry ends with a short essay question and if the annotations are fully developed this written element will be very short with an introduction and a conclusion to draw together the details and annotations on maps, tables and any diagrams. All work should be neat and well organised.

Using ICT

The work must be presented in hard copy though you can use as much, or as little ICT as you wish. This piece of work provides opportunities for the use of 

the Internet, a database, spreadsheets for tables and graphs and  word processing as well as basic functions such as copy and paste. On the assessment sheet the second side gives you opportunity to identify what ICT you have used and this can contribute to your assessment of ICT at the end of year 9. 

Assessment

The requirements for levels 6,7 and 8 are given on the assessment sheet and you should make sure that you know what is required to achieve high level assessments. The space under each section is for you to note any issues, questions or problems that occur as you undertake the enquiry and you can check these out with your teacher.

PART 1.
Study the list of the Men’s Golf Rankings.

1. Construct a table to show how many are found in each country. (England Wales and Scotland should be joined together as Great Britain)

2. For each country in the table find its Population, total income and average income and add this  data to your table  (these are all in Worldbox which is available in start/programmes/geography/worldbox on the school computer network)

3. On a world map plot the distribution of golfers and on the map add annotations to describe the distribution making sure that you identify areas which have no golfers.

4. For those areas which have few golfers try and identify reasons for this and add annotations to your map.

5. Briefly outline the factors which affect the global distribution of golf players.

HAND THIS IN.

PART 2 
Choose ONE of the following enquiries or suggestions (or develop your own) 

1 “The global distribution of Tennis Players?”

This is very similar to the study of Golf described above but there is more information available and so the analysis can be more detailed. The information can also be supplemented by adding in the top women tennis players. (The rankings can be found easily using a search engine on the internet)

Study the list of the top 250 men tennis players;

Follow the format for golf outlined above but in addition;

1. Classify the countries as Less Economically Developed (LEDC) and More Economically Developed (MEDC) and complete a table to show this.

2. Classify the countries by continent and complete a table to show this.

3. Construct a scatter graph to correlate number of tennis players against total population. Add a best fit line and identify those countries which are significantly above or below the line.

4. Construct a scatter graph to correlate number of tennis players against average income. Add a best fit line and identify those countries which are significantly above or below the line.

5. From worldbox or another data base try find the countries with the largest total populations. (no more than the top 20). For each of these countries note how many top 250 tennis players they have and find out their average income. Then suggest reasons why some of these countries with very large populations have few tennis players. 

Using the work you have done answer the following question, (no more than 500 words and do not duplicate annotations)

“Why is the global distribution of top tennis players uneven?”
2 “Variations in the origins of track athletes.”
The medallists for all the Olympics 100m to 10000m races, men and women is attached but this needs to be treated with care due to the collapse of the Iron Curtain and the USSR in 1990. Consequently up to 1988 the USSR is found as SOV but after this date appears as countries such as CSI in 1992 and then RUS, UKR etc as the separate countries, and in addition East Germany EGE became part of Germany GER. Also in 1980 the USA boycotted the Moscow Olympics and in 1984 the USSR boycotted the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics in retaliation.

First suggestion;
There is increasing evidence that the athletes who win in distance events (5000m and over) come from different countries and areas of the world than those who run in the sprints. (100m, 200m and 400m)

1. Construct a table of the countries who won medals in the men’s sprints (100m, 200m and 400m), for the 1992, 1996 and 2000 Olympics. For each of these countries find the total population and average income. 

2. Repeat 1 for men’s middle distance (800m and 1500m) and long distance (5000m and 10000m).

3. Plot the distribution of these men’s medal winners on a world map using different colours/symbols for the 3 different distances.

4. Repeat 1, 2 and 3 for women’s medal winners in the sprints, middle distance and long distance. 

5. Using an atlas identify the differences in climate and relief of those countries found in your table and consider how this might affect performance on the track.

Answer the following question (no more than 500 words and do not duplicate annotations) “Why does the origin of athletes vary with the distance of the event?”

Second suggestion

The origin of competitors has changed considerably over the century of the Olympics and it is possible to identify this from the medal winners of these track events. 

Select a three-year run of Olympics in each of the 1920s and 30s, 1950s and 60s, 1980s and 90s, and for each of these;

1. Construct a table of the men’s medal winners and plot these winners on a world map. (3 tables and 1 map)

2. Construct a table of the women’s medal winners and plot these winners on a world map. (3 tables and 1 map)

3. Carefully describe the changes in the distributions shown on the maps.

Identify the medal winners for a similar set of Olympics for a selection of events in Swimming (or another individual sport) and repeat the analysis (1,2 and 3 above). (Use a search engine on the Internet and look for “Olympic medals”) 

Answer the following question (no more than 500 words and avoid duplicating annotations) “To what extend has the origin of Olympic medal winners changed since its origins in 1896”

3 Global variations in Winter sports

Winter sports are affected by variations in physical conditions but not all areas with the necessary physical conditions have much winter sport development. In addition the distribution will change with the seasons and will be affected by both latitude and hemisphere. 

The global distributions of winter sports can be found by using the Olympic Games web sites and identifying countries and individuals that have enjoyed some success. In addition each of the events have their own championships and associated web sites and interest groups. 

The first stage in this enquiry is to establish which winter sports are to be studied and this should be one sport or a small group of related activities. For instance skiing can include downhill, slalom and cross country, bobsleigh could be linked to the luge. If you intend to study the full range of winter sports restrict it to the winter Olympics and make sure that it is based on countries rather than individuals. 

It is possible to use tourism and leisure as a basis for this and focus on ski resorts and participation rather than the sport aspect.

Some suggestions,

What geographical factors affect the distribution of skiing medals at the winter Olympics?

Why are winter sports found in some areas but other similar environments are not developed.

What factors affect the global distribution of ski resorts?

If you wish to develop your own enquiry based on winter sports consult your teacher first. 

4 Your choice

If you have a particular interest in a global sport and would like to investigate aspects of its distribution and participation you will need to develop your enquiry and get your teacher to agree before you start. A checklist of questions follows which will enable you to set up your own investigation.

What is the global sport?

What sources of information do you intend to use?

What tables will you develop to show global variations in this sport?

What world maps will you use to show global variations?

What enquiry question will you answer
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