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This is a report to show the impact of  all of the people concerned with the move of Southampton Football Club from the current ground the Dell to St marys. 

Why are they planning to move in the first place?

Southampton F.C. decided a while back that they needed a new stadium to take them into a new millennium. As their current stadium, The Dell is only 4.5 acres and only holds a small amount of surporters compared to other stadiums they decided to make a bigger and better stadium which hopefully will attract more fans. 

Where will the new stadium be sittuated?

At first there was two stadiums put forward for planning permision, Stoneham and St. marys but it was decided that it would be best in the clubs intrest that St. Marys was to be built as Stoneham would not be ready for the 2000/2001 season.

St. Marys is sittuated between St. Marys and Northam and lies on Britania Rd. Part of the land is owned by British gas  and the rest by Southern Electric and other private land owners. All of these want to sell the land. St. Marys site is a brownfeild site.

How will the effect the club and its fans?

For the club this chance to move , in their veiws will change the clubs furture tremendiously. They believe that if they had a bigger stadium it will attract more fans which equals more money for the club. With the money the southampton will be able to buy better players, which means they will be able to play better teams and hopefully improve their position in the league. As well as the above the new stadium will better training facilites for the players. The only bad thing that I can think of is that it might disrupt the season during the move. For the fans the move can be varied even though it might improve the clubs position, they might loose out on the fact that they might have to travel further to the stadum or if the stadium is nearer to them it might generate noise, traffic and violence in their area. To compensate for these downfalls they will be able to use the grounds for other uses excuding football. The fans will also be able to watch the match in more comfort as the other stadium didn’t have seats and the new one will.

What effect will the move have on residents near by and the general public?

For the public and the residents most of the views are negative, (especially if you do not support Southampton F.C.). Firstly, if you are due to live in the area of the new stadium you might experience violence, vandalism, noise and traffic before, during and after the match, but this can be compensated by the amount of jobs the move will create. Residents who live by the old ground (The Dell) will find that it is further to travel to the new stadium and that if they have a job at the Dell they might loose it. The good thing though is that they will loose a lot of the noise, traffic, violence and vandalism on match days. In addition, other teams and supporters may find that they might be under threat from the ‘new’ Southampton. The good news is that the pubic will be able to use the grounds on non – match days for community meetings, etc.

What effect will it have on the owners of the land where the new stadium is to be built?

For the land owners (British gas, Southampton council, southern electric and other private landowners) selling the site 

to Southampton F.C. for the new stadium is very profitable as it is all waste land except for a community centre owned by the council. Southampton F.C. have agreed to raise the money to build a new one on another site. The majority of the land is owned by British gas and all landowners have agreed ‘to sell up’.
What effect will the move have on the shop and pub owners near the old and new stadium?

For the shop and Pub owners near the old stadium the effect can be very dramatic. On match days they will not be getting as much custom as they usually do as fans will not come out from the match to go for a drink or ‘drop into’ the local shop for a newspaper or something. It could also be quite good as the violence and vandalism levels will go down. The opposite affect will happen to the shop and pub owners nearby the new stadium.

What effect will the move have on the council, as they are the people who make the final decision?

For the council the new football ground is very beneficial in the ways that;

1. The new stadium will be available to the public on non- match days. It will also be available to schools to use for subjects like PE

2. St. Marys Stadium will provide both full and part-time jobs.

3. A new community centre will be built, as the old one will be demolished when the new stadium is built.

4. A new housing estate will be built where the current stadium is situated.

5. A new stadium will bring more people to the town and will benefit companies in the town.

6. It may make Southampton more popular.

7. It might encourage more people to use public transport, as there is not a main car park at the football ground.

There are also bad points such as:

1. The streets may get crowded, as there is not a main car park.

2. The violence and vandalism rates may go up.

Conclusion.

I think that the plans for the new stadium are good in many ways and bad in many ways, but I think that I would say yes to the building of new stadium. This is because the club needs modernising and that there are more good points than bad, although there are bad points to every good. There will need to be a survey carried out to see how many people would travel by car and then review the parking needs. 

By Charlotte 
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