Who will drown the Marshall Islands? 

Based on work by Gareth Stockton, Cheadle High School, Staffordshire


A thought to start with:

The highest point in the Marshall Islands is 6 metres above sea level and much of the islands are less than 2 metres above the ocean. What might that mean?

Purpose and objectives

· To apply your knowledge and understanding of the causes and effects of climate change to a Pacific Island locality;

· To develop your skills of arguing a case and developing reasoning from evidence and making a judgement

You will need these resources:

· Atlases

· The text book – Interactions, Waugh and Bushell Nelson Thornes

Some websites and images as a folder of evidence to draw on, for example: 

http://marshall.csu.edu.au/
http://www.rmiembassyus.org/
http://www.yokwe.net/index.php
http://www.earthisland.org/eijournal/sum2000/ov_sum2000sinkingisles.html 

Your main tasks

1. Research the enquiry questions.

2. Collect evidence under each heading.

3. Devise a speech to give to the United Nations Panel on Sustainable Development about the plight of the islands.

You should research answers to these questions:

1. What are they?

2. Where are they?

3. What are they like?

4. Why have they drowned?

5. What caused the water to rise?

6. What are the effects on people and the environment?

7. How does the process happen?

8. What makes the situation worse?

9. How might we stop it happening again?

10. What and who might be to blame?

What other evidence can you deploy?

· Climate graphs

· Explanation of the processes

· British Antarctic Survey data - http://www.bas.ac.uk/Key_Topics/Climate_Change/index.html 

· Other research on global warming

· Photographs that you have manipulated

You should develop your argument – here are some sentence starters

· You should sort out the order of sentences.

· They don’t have to be exactly like this.

· The type of writing is developing an argument, which may have the structure – This is the situation, this is the reason for it, this evidence and then this is further evidence, therefore this should be done. 
· It is about selection of evidence to be persuasive and justify.

· Your arguments need to be based on evidence

It is my belief that the Marshall Islands could be drowned in the future because……………….

The effect of this will be………………….

The reason for this is………………

Evidence for the islands being flooded comes from……………..

For example, xxx discovered that…………..

Other evidence comes from…………

There are several culprits.  The main responsibility lies with………………..

Other responsibility can be put down to…………

From www.sln.org.uk/geography

