Progression in describing locations


There are four elements to describing locations:

· Scale – how large an area of place you are referring to and how it relates to larger scales;
· Directional language – points of the compass and the word central;
· Nearby features and places – a feature which is well known that is near to your location, such as a city or a distinctive coastal shape;
· Distances – estimated distances to or from features or places;
	
	Image
	This location description:
	Example

	Stage 1
	
[image: image1]
	uses one place at one scale.
	The Peak National Park is in the centre of England.
Kenya is in East Africa 

	Stage 2
	
[image: image2]
	uses two scales of places 

or

simple directional language [North, South,Central, East or West]  
	The Peak National Park is in the centre of England, East of Manchester.
Kenya is on the East Coast of Africa.

	Stage 3
	
[image: image3]
	uses estimated distances and directions from places and features nearby
or

uses two or more nearby features or places
	The Peak National Park is in the centre of England, about 25 km East of Manchester.

Kenya is on the East Coast of Africa spanning the equator.

	Stage 4
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	uses two or more scales of places combined with more accurate directional language [such as 8 points of compass] and nearby features and places [cities, coastal features, oceans, mountains].
	The Peak National Park is in the centre of England, about 25 km East of Manchester and 10 km west of Sheffield.

Kenya is on the East Coast of Africa bordering the Indian Ocean spanning 200km either side of the equator.

	Stage 5
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	uses more than two scales of places combined with accurate directional language [such as 16 points of compass] and distances  to or from nearby features and places [towns and cities, countries, mountains, rivers and coastal features, seas and oceans,].
	The Peak Park is in the centre of England, between the North West, Yorkshire and the Midlands regions. It is surrounded by cities, Manchester 25km to the West, Sheffield 10km to the East, Nottingham and Derby 40km to the South East and Stoke on Trent, 15km to the South West. 

Kenya is on the East Coast of Africa bordering the Indian Ocean spanning 200km either side of the equator. Tanzania is to the south, Uganda is to the North West, Ethiopia to the North East.
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