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Climb the Geographical mountain to success

If you’re getting higher its because you’re becoming a better Geographer!

Base camp                Camp 1                    Camp 2                  Camp 3                   Camp 4                  The summit
Each step of the way is a step closer to the top. To climb up to the next camp you need to use another skill.
NB. This is the student sheet we use. We also have large posters of these with clip art added and definitions of the meanings of the terms added for students to understand. It is partly based on Bloom’s taxonomy but also takes the levels of the NC and looks for key words from each descriptor to break it down into simple steps that they can deal with. Roughly (very roughly) the steps go from base camp level 2, camp 1 level 3 and so on to summit level 7 and above. Can’t remember the last time I came across a level 8 or EP student!

We give students an A5 copy of the table above to stick into their books as well as having a large copy above the board. They get the idea and we are using them widely across almost every department now.  The level descriptors in student speak are useful but with all 4 strands needing to be addressed in geography (i.e. knowledge and understanding of places, enquiry and skills, environmental change, understanding of patterns and processes) the descriptors can become very long and difficult to comprehend. This idea is MUCH simpler to use in class and can be modelled to suit individual pieces of assessment.
