Have  You  Got  The  Energy ? -   Commentary
My most able Year 9 had been studying Energy . A week before the ‘Have you got the Energy?’ series of lessons began , I issued students with an information slip which detailed what we would be doing for the next few lessons – a sort of advert to hopefully get them excited and ready for action!

I also grouped them into threes and allocated each group an energy source to research ( in the hope that some may have started early ! )My allocation of energy sources was dictated by student ability e.g Geothermal went to the more able.
At the start of the next lesson , I issued students with a sheet which detailed the learning activities . I also explained the concept of thinking hats , which was new to the students .I decided to limit the activity to the white ,black and yellow hats.Within each group students were allocated a particular colour thinking hat , so that they would research their particular energy source from a different angle – a sort of division of labour .Students had the rest of the lesson  , another lesson and an extended learning to prepare .Unfortunately , I was unable to book a computer room , but prepared a book box from the Learning Resource Centre in advance .
It took me about 30 minutes to set up the room for the presentation lesson . I arranged the tables in a semi-circle towards the front of the room and put 3 chairs at each table . Each table had a name plate and I colour coded these according to the energy source. I also put 3 clip boards on each with a note taking grid and voting slip at each table .I placed 3 chairs at the front for the group to sit on when making their presentations . I set up a power point to go with the lesson as a sort of backdrop to the group presentations, but also as a stimulus for the audience .
When the class arrived , the room was ready and I escorted students to their seats.I had Snap’s  ‘We’ve got the Power ‘ blasting out at full volume ( also played this at the start of the last research lesson )
Students were asked to bring a hat or coloured item of clothing appropriate to their thinking hat allocation , most did , but I had some spares on hand just in case – the policeman’s helmet was very popular .
Presentations were short and sweet as requested . The audience made notes on the graphic organisers they had been given and could ask questions of the group at the end of individual presentations.I also chipped in where I thought appropriate. At the end of the lesson students filled in their voting slip and the result was announced – on this occasion wind power won .They danced out of the room at the end of the lesson to Snap .At the start of the next lesson I gave students a certificate I had downloaded from www.in2edu.com , which congratulated them on their particular type of thinking 
I used an exam question from last year’s GCSE (AQA C  paper 1 )to assess student’s knowledge and understanding , most achieved a grade C or higher .
