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Without Geography – you’re nowhere!

The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever done before. Geography explains why and helps to prepare you for those changes
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· Handle data

· Ask questions and find answers

· Make decisions about an issue

· Organise themselves

· Think creatively and independently

Geographers are:

· Good communicators

· Spatially aware

· Problem solvers

· Good team players

· Computer literate

If you enjoy studying geography-carry on studying it! You are more likely to obtain your best results in a subject you enjoy.

The Main Topics:

Paper 1 - Physical and Environmental geography

· We visit Cwm Idwal and the Nant Ffrancon Valley to look at landforms left behind after glaciation – unfamiliar names of corrie, arête, striation and hanging valley will soon be part of your everyday conversation.
A fieldtrip to Rhos on Sea and other places along the North Wales coast will help to illustrate the need for flood defences.

· Do you know why Snowdonia gets so much rainfall? Studying weather and climate will give you an understanding of this and other weather features that affect our lives daily. 

· Sustainability is a word often used – but what does it mean? Why are we still using fossil fuels if wind power is so good? Is the Sahara really expanding and how can we stop it? Who wins and who loses if we chop down the rainforests?

Paper 2 – The interdependent world

· Ever wondered why there are so many sheep in Wales? The hill farming topic will examine the science behind the jokes. And what about South Wales – what’s happened to them now that the pits have closed and Tom Jones lives in LA? All will be revealed.
As part of our studies on out-of- town shopping centres, we visit the Trafford Centre in Manchester. 
· We also look at cities in the developing world, like Rio de Janeiro and Mexico City, to see how they are organised, who lives where, and how shanty town dwellers can improve their living conditions. 
· One question often asked is “why are some countries poor and some rich?” – the topic on global interdependence will help to explain how trade continues to stop countries improving their quality of life. Migration is another topic often in the news, and by the end of this topic we can have an informed debate on the causes, effects and possible solutions of this population movement
Coursework

This is worth 25% of the final mark and involves a fieldtrip into Conwy to look at tourism and accessibility

The transferable skills which geography fosters (like literacy, numeracy and communication skills) are an asset in the world of employment today. Geography is about the future and encourages flexible thinking, as well as providing a firm base for life long learning
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