Talented and Gifted   (ideas from Geography)


	What is talented and gifted in the geographical context?

Geography by its nature synthesises information to make sense out of spatial variations on the Earth. As a result geographical enquiry will involve students in a range of learning methods: knowledge, skills and understanding. Talented and gifted students may only show themselves in certain areas and teachers will need to be aware of the different learning: audio, visual and kinaesthetic.
Although most pupils will not fit into the category of talented and gifted   we should be aware of how the setting of tasks could bring out these talents.


	Examples of how to bring out gifted and talented:
· Set work that will recognise the variety of learning techniques, with opportunities through an open-ended approach, allowing talented and gifted students to develop.  

· Discuss with others in the team if you have an experience of these pupils and identify possible students

· Raise the issue at Departmental meetings

· Set work that allows students to develop their potential


	Examples in some recent geographical work:

Year 9 “Divided Britain”

You have been asked by a TV station to research material for a programme which is looking at whether Britain is “divided”. The TV people want to see whether people in the north have a different lifestyle and living standards than those in the south.

They want you to research material and produce maps. They also want your ideas as well!! They want a SCRIPT.

Produce a script for the TV presenter who will have these maps of the screen.   

The News report is only 2 minutes long   (you can use a computer technique e.g.  PowerPoint) 
Outcomes of students varied but show how this can bring out students’ creativity

· Some will write scripts using ICT

· Two made a video showing the script

· PowerPoint presentations  produced 

See www.sln.org.uk/geography for an example of “Divided Britain”  Search  “Divided Britain”

The department has  examples of MS PowerPoint presentations.

Another piece of work below shows how extension work can allow teachers to identify gifted and talented.

This piece of work is involved in investigating the re-location of a phone box. 

· Write a Press Release explaining to the local newspaper what plans you have made.

· Write two letters, one of support for the decision and one against. Give full reasons in your letter why some people are for and some against any decision.
 Extension work
Think of how you can use this method to look at other decisions in your local area. Perhaps there are street lights that area getting vandalised or a bench that is being damaged. Write a short description of your problem.
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