Flaunting your synopticity and wider case study knowledge, techniques to do before the exam and questions to consider, (or: ‘over to you’)

Before answering any question you must consider the balancing act you have to perform:


In order to get you to do this there are a number of quite challenging tasks that you need to complete:

Synopticity and wider case study knowledge (begin in class):

1) Use your AS and A2 notes to read the synoptic map and write statements about:

a. Which resources you think relate to this area of the syllabus.

b. How you might use this area of the syllabus in an answer?

2) Now in a different colour read the statements that both you and I have written and add any case studies that you think cover this area.

Tasks and Techniques to consider completing prior to the exam – work with others!

1) Key facts sheet – see my started attempt – COMPLETE AND LEARN!

2) Comparing the two proposals.

a. You could complete a cost benefit analysis comparing the two proposals (Cliff and the offshore proposal) – ideas on page 29.

3) Re-looking at the written resources (see page 37-39 for advice).

4) Photograph analysis – (see pages 39 – 42)

5) Coincidence or what? – Dibden Bay Port Development is used in advantages and disadvantages example on page 46-47 – could you do the same for the two proposals.

6) Monitoring techniques – environmental impact assessment – you should definitely consider reading 58- 63 – can you conduct your own EIA?

7) Now look at ‘How (or how not) to use your preparation time page 64-66. Make sure you have attempted most of the tasks that are important or extremely important.

This next section is NOT an attempt to predict questions. Just an attempt to help you practice some questions and amalgamate your knowledge of the resources, case studies and wider geography.

Pre-decision questions:

Can include:

· Assessing the role of the key players.

· Considering conflicts at national, regional and local scales.

· Analysing the resources to provide a targeted synopsis as a background to an issue.

So examples might be:

1) Identify the reasons why there is a need for a new airport. Outline why Cliffe has been proposed as a potential area. 

2) Summarise the main characteristics (physical/human?) of the Thames Gateway area.

3) With reference to national, regional and local scales evaluate the arguments for and against the building of the new airport facilities at Cliffe.

4) Assess the arguments for more airport development in the South East region of the UK.

Decision-making questions:

Can include:

· Looking at the options.

· Assessing environmental and socio-economic costs and benefits.

· Comparing strengths and weaknesses of options.

· Exploring who are the players and what influence they have on the decision.

· Exploring aspects of decision making about an issue.

So examples might be:

1) Examine the conflicts which might arise if Cliffe airport was built.

2) Summarise the main strengths and weaknesses of the two developments for a new airport.

3) Using your own knowledge and evidence from the resources examine the issues that have to be resolved before the airport is built at Cliffe.

4) Suggest why Cliffe airport did not eventually go ahead.

Post-decision stage:

Can include:

· Monitoring the likely impact.

· Assessing sustainability.

· Developing fieldwork programmes for this assessment and monitoring

· Looking at the impact of similar developments

· Taking the decision further.

So examples might be:

1) Examine the impact that the Cliffe airport is likely to have on the Thames Gateway area.

2) From your knowledge of similar airport or estuary developments, explain why the Cliffe airport proposal is going to be such a contentious issue amongst the interest groups.

3) What safeguards might developers and planners insist upon to ensure that the airport goes ahead sustainably with minimum environmental and social damage and mets the requirements of Agenda 21.

4) Suggest what further surveys could be undertaken in order to better assess the impacts of the airports.

5) Examine the strategies you might use to promote sustainability of the Cliffe area once the airport was built.

6) Produce a fieldwork programme for the assessment and monitoring of the impact of Cliffe airport.

Finally:

Remind yourself about exam approach. 

Read the advice we gave about approaching the exam – 

· Especially about timing and making the most of the letter – it always gives you extra help and structure!

· Remember you should refer to techniques you carried out prior to the exam and their results in your actual exam.

· Remind yourself about how the questions work (page 4-7).

· Be prepared for:

1. New maps that you have to annotate.

2. A technique that they suggest that you complete.

3. New information that they want you to interpret.
Showing that you can use the rest of your geographical experience to consider the wider implications of this issue





Using case studies of similar areas to show you understand the issues in different contexts.





Using, referring to and analysis of the resources given to you – referring to the area of study.








