
Global trends in hazards and hazard management. Global trends of hazards are uncertain. The future impact of hazards may rely upon the effectiveness of:





Management to reduce their effects rather than their causes





Hazard prediction





Initial thoughts about the Asian Tsunamis disaster





Hazards clearly have the potential to cover truly global areas. Our responses and management should change to fully reflect this





We need to aid LEDCs in taking greater care to develop coastlines to try to take account of potential of waves of this    sort.





In this region of the world, tsunamis are not that frequent. So there is no early warning system. Had it happened in the Pacific, early warning systems would have given enough warning to move populations inland or to higher ground. (There is also the issue of why is there no early warning system.





Lessons to be learned:


* International and regional networks must be set up for all ocean areas to gather and share info on seismic events. (Govts. Tend to be too secretive in sharing data).


* Ocean regions have to establish quick and effective mechanisms for issuing 2-3 hour warnings of imminent threats.


* Each state must have in place systems for communicating warnings to coastal authorities and hotels and these in turn should have their own plans for evacuation.


With this in mind it may well be concluded that it was man-made failings that allowed this hazard to wreak havoc. Poverty and location made this hazard worse (shallow waters, 360 degree tsunamis and heavily populated costal area)





There is a need for a more coordinated attempt to predict and give early warning systems in hazard prone areas of the world





Clearly this disaster shows we cannot tame the earth, however we can look to better prediction and preparation. It is clear that we need to better understand the science of hazards and the politics of aid and relief





Some thoughts about this disaster:


*Throughout the Indian Ocean millions of poor people inhabit low-lying coasts and islands (earning a living from tourism and fishing), these populations will only grow in size and density in the future.


* Changes in the nature and location of tourism means that increasingly it will be a ‘mixture’ of people who suffer in these natural hazards – this leads to an increasingly difficulty in identifying the dead.


*Moral issues of ‘European flight’ away from these areas – focus on ‘holidays from hell’-type stories.








The UN has called for the biggest coordinated aid response.  Kofi Annan has called it a global disaster that needs a global response. Why do we wait until these disasters happen to commit coordinated money to hazards? (Could money not be better spent on reducing their effects and prediction?)


There is real evidence that the International community is just not organized enough for a truly coordinated relief effort. Equally no one seems to have taken overall control. Consider who is involved: locals/tourists, local authorities, governments, NGOs, UN etc. This is before one considers the political problems that have been apparent in this disaster; e.g. Sri Lanka has had a civil war and the Tamil rebels have control of part of the country but have little or no means of helping people in that area. Equally there is evidence of a rift or at least lack of coordination between the UN and the US (based on disagreements pre-gulf war)





There is an irony in that we heard of disaster almost immediate, yet it took days for true extent to become clear and longer for more remote areas to receive any sort of help








