An Introduction: Key themes that we need to consider (from the syllabus):

This will involve us using our notes and case studies and adapting them to fit these research questions (using charts etc.)

Global Trends in hazards and hazard management: Global trends of hazards are uncertain; the future impact of hazards may rely upon the effectiveness of – 

Management to reduce their effects rather than their causes.

Hazard prediction

* What are the issues in living with natural hazards in future?

* Can hazard threats ever be reduced or predicted?

We need to have a closer look at generalisation 3 in order to better understand generalisation 4:

· People respond to natural hazards in different ways. These responses may be influenced by:

· Hazard type.

· Frequency.

· Magnitude.

· Location.

· People’s perception of hazards.

· Research – understanding of the cause

· Economic development

· We need to investigate how societies respond to hazards at a range of scales in both MEDCs and LEDCs. They use a range of strategies:

· ‘Do nothing’

· Avoidance

· Education

· Management of the causes and/or effects.

· Forecasting 

· Engineering to include protection and prevention schemes.

· We need to investigate how different ‘players’ in societies respond to hazard at a range of scales in both LEDCs and MEDCs:

· Government

· Insurance

· Planners

· Civil defence

· Relief agencies

· We need to investigate the different schemes at local and regional scales in both MEDCs and LEDCs, designed to:

·  Protect

· Alleviate 

· And/or prevent hazards.

As a preamble 

Are hazards more frequent or are we just better at reporting them, and responding to them? As there are more people living in hazard prone areas, what can be done to reduce the risk of further hazards? The key here is prediction.

In generalisation 4 there are some very clear ideas and questions you need to consider:

There are very clear links between hazard awareness and disaster trends (deaths and economic development).

It is important to consider whether hazards are occurring more frequently.

It is also important to consider the role of prediction in managing, protecting and preventing hazards. Since global trends of hazards are uncertain the future impact of hazards might rely upon the effectiveness of – 

Management to reduce their effects rather than their causes 

Hazard prediction.

Therefore you need to consider:

What is the difficulty in hazard prediction?

What is the future for hazard prediction?

Can prediction be effective in reducing hazard impact?

As an introduction to this generalisation below are some questions/ideas you might want to consider the answers to:

1. Are the hazards more frequent or are we just recording everyone?

2. Has the physical magnitude of hazards increased causing people to think that there are more?

3. Are more people vulnerable because they live in hazardous regions or have the frequency in these regions increased?

4. Has the media made us more aware because it moves news very rapidly? (Links here with globalisation)

5. Are aid charities more aware of the value of disasters as a means of gaining the vital funds the need? There are more charities seeking our donations.

6. Are more people visiting hazard-prone areas such as ski-slopes?

7. Is there a spatial element to the idea that hazards are increasing in frequency?

8. Are there other more complex reasons why hazards might (appear to be) increasing in frequency – climate change, population growth, the increasing development gap?

9. What prediction technologies exist; can you explain their methods and theories?

10. What is risk assessment and what other preventative methods exist?

11. What role do the different players have in hazard prediction?

12. What is the purpose of predicting hazards? 

13. Is it realistic to look forward to a world where natural hazards can be eliminated?

14. In LEDCs would sustainable development save more lives than emphasis on high-tech mitigating technologies?

15. To make real progress hazard mitigation must develop more rapidly than human vulnerability, this will involve huge socio-economic and political changes.

The following acts as a really good introduction to generalisation 4. You should read it and write out the key arguments.

WHAT?


WHERE?





WHO?


WHEN?


WHY?





HOW?











WHY?








