Year 13 practice essay

We suggest that you complete all your holiday work and some extra up to date case research before you attempt this past question. You should plan it first BUT then spend 1hr 20mins only on it – this is very important to give you a feel for how long this is.

Websites to visit for extra case study material:

http://www.earthweek.com/
Keep an up to date log of hazards – this is essential – if you can drop in some recent (last few weeks) case study material with facts you look great!

http://www.guardian.co.uk
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/
Research extra case study material relating to hazards we have covered, or new ones by searching in these newspaper archives

http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/
You will have to enter you details but there is some good stuff here.

Re-read all the advice we have given you so far – it should start to make sense now.

Essay title:

To what extent can hazard prediction reduce the effects of hazards? (60)

In the exam you will spend 10 minutes planning (3/4 of page to be handed in)

INTRODUCTION

‘Introducing, defining and describing the question and identifying the data/information required to answer it’ (10 marks). This section should only be ½ page long, 5 minutes.

Use the sentence starters below

Natural hazards are……….

These hazards can be classified in the following way………

Hazard prediction is……

In theory if we can predict natural hazards …..

Clearly any prediction needs communicating swiftly….

Prediction will vary over time and space…….

In order to answer this question the following hazards and places will be used……….This allows…………(signposting your structure)

MAIN BODY

Researching relevant sources, selecting appropriate case study material and using knowledge in detail. (15 marks)

Understanding of general concepts, case studies, attitudes and values, and the application of data and information to the problem, question or issue (15 marks)

MOST IMPORTANT HERE IS CONSIDERING YOUR STRUCTURE! Spend 40 minutes on this

In all almost every hazard essay you could write you will have to choose between:
* a structure that is simple case-study by case study with the concepts and ideas/main arguments answering the question highlighted within these – we suggest this if you are not very confident; you probably wont access the highest levels doing this

* a structure that is ideas or factors based using case studies to back the ideas up – we suggest this if you feel confident

It is upto you which approach you take with this essay. We have outlined a simple structure for you to use if you want:

For this essay we suggest that you write a paragraph about each of the hazards we have covered so far discussing the prediction techniques for the different hazards:

(At present you will have to write about: _______________________________)

In these paragraphs you need to:

Show knowledge of hazard types.
Show knowledge of impacts of hazards – social, economic, environmental.

Within the essay using the hazards above you need to:

· Outline the prediction technologies, their methods and theories.

· Cover risk assessment and any other preventative methods

· Evaluate the strengths/limitations of current hazard prediction technologies for the various hazard types. 

· What are the issues with prediction – can cause more problems that solves – why?

· Evaluate who benefits (urban/rural, MEDC/LEDC – discuss why.
· You must evaluate ‘to what extent’ – see the starters and connectives sheet to help you.
· Is there an element of scale that you can include?
Use this phrase (or one like it) at the end of each paragraph:

From this it can be seen that the extent to which hazard prediction can reduce…use ‘to what extent language’

(Notice I have used the words from the title)

Now write a paragraph discussing about future hazard prediction technologies

Now write a paragraph discussing the other factors that are potentially more important than prediction, (i.e. where time and money could better put in order to reduce impacts of hazards):
· Poverty
· Poor government organisation.
· Poor planning
· Land use
· Education
· Preparedness

(This is the ‘to what extent’ part of the essay)

CONCLUSION

Drawing appropriate conclusions on the basis of evidence, and on-going evaluation (10 marks) Should be ½ page long spend 10 minutes on this

State your conclusion clearly:

‘In conclusion from the case studies above it can be seen that….

Make conclusions directly relate to the rest of the essay and draw on evidence in the essay. Refer back to the title, again use ‘to what extent language’

Evaluate your conclusions – are you sure? Refer to time and space differences.

‘Hazard prediction can to some extent…………………however……………’

