Monitoring progress in geography explained:

In order for pupils to become better at geography, progress is necessary on all fronts. It is difficult to reduce this to simple linear steps of progression although in some aspects, such as map skills, it is possible. Some geography progression is dependent on progress in literacy and numeracy.  A pupil who is really good at geography makes connections and links between geographical phenomena.  

The level statements were designed as summative assessment statements based on professional judgement.  The national curriculum level statements pick out four specific areas of broad progression.

Enquiry and skills  - a developing ability to:

· ask deeper questions of primary and secondary sources including maps

· deploy a range of observation and research methods including fieldwork

· use a broader range of methods and more sophisticated methods to communicate findings including maps

Place knowledge and understanding ​ a developing ability to describe and explain:

· what a place is like and why it is like it is

· the locations of places in the wider world

· the interrelationships and interdependence between places 

Theme knowledge and understanding – a developing ability to describe and explain:

· the physical and human features of the landscapes and the processes that created them

· the physical and human patterns in the landscapes and the processes that created them

Environmental relationships and sustainable development - a developing ability to understand the complexity of:

· causes and consequences of human activity on the natural and human world

· the attitudes and values of people and how these determine their viewpoints

There are several ways the following assessment guidance sheets.  They  may be deployed:

· as a summative assessment using professional judgement at the end of a  year or unit of work where all the work of a pupil is taken into account.

· adapted to be used as a specific assessment task within a unit of work focussing in on one aspect.  The levels described in this case may be adapted and rephrased and it is likely that a teacher would focus the task across three levels for a year 4 [2,3,4].

· as a means by which you review a unit of work to see if the unit has enough of each of these at last 3 of these areas covered.

· with key stage 2 pupils to explain to pupils how to get better in geography. Clearly the language used in level descriptions would have to be made more accessible
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Monitoring progress in geography - Enquiry and skills
Name of pupil
Year

Specific area of assessment 

Main objective of the assessment task



Level of previous work in this area

Level
Statement
Confident
Achieved 
Uncertain
Unable

1
They use resources that are given to them, and their own observations, to ask and respond to questions about places and environments.





2
They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them. They use this information and their own observations to help them ask and respond to questions about places and environments. They begin to use appropriate geographical vocabulary.





3
They use skills and sources of evidence to respond to a range of geographical questions, and develop the use of appropriate vocabulary to communicate their findings.





4
Drawing on their knowledge and understanding, they suggest suitable geographical questions, and use a range of geographical skills from the key stage 2 programme of study to help them investigate places and environments. They use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations and communicate their findings using appropriate vocabulary.





5
Drawing on their knowledge and understanding, they select and use appropriate skills and ways of presenting information from the key stage 2 programme of study to help them investigate places and environments. They select information and sources of evidence, suggest plausible conclusions to their investigations and present their findings both graphically and in writing.





Summary of progress made



Monitoring progress in geography - Place knowledge and understanding

Name of pupil
Year

Specific area of assessment 

Main objective of the assessment task



Level of previous work in this area

Level
Statement
Confident
Achieved 
Uncertain
Unable

1
Pupils show their knowledge, skills and understanding in studies at a local scale.





2
Pupils show their knowledge, skills and understanding in studies at a local scale. They show an awareness of places beyond their own locality.





3
Pupils show their knowledge, skills and understanding in studies at a local scale. They are aware that different places may have both similar and different characteristics. They offer reasons for some of their observations and for their views and judgements about places..





4
Pupils show their knowledge, skills and understanding in studies of a range of places and environments at more than one scale and in different parts of the world.





5
Pupils show their knowledge, skills and understanding in studies of a range of places and environments at more than one scale and in different parts of the world. They recognise some of the links and relationships that make places dependent on each other.












Summary of progress made



Monitoring progress in geography - Theme knowledge and understanding 

Name of pupil
Year

Specific area of assessment 

Main objective of the assessment task



Level of previous work in this area

Level
Statement
Confident
Achieved 
Uncertain
Unable

1
They recognise and make observations about physical and human features of localities.





2
They describe physical and human features of places, and recognise and make observations about those features that give places their character. 





3
They describe and compare the physical and human features of different localities and offer explanations for the locations of some of those features.





4
They begin to recognise and describe geographical patterns and to appreciate the importance of wider geographical location in understanding places. They recognise and describe physical and human processes. They begin to understand how these can change the features of places, and how these changes affect the lives and activities of people living there.





5
They describe and begin to explain geographical patterns and physical and human processes. They describe how these processes can lead to similarities and differences in the environments of different places and in the lives of people who live there. 












Summary of progress made



Monitoring progress in geography - Environmental relationships and sustainable development

Name of pupil
Year

Specific area of assessment 

Main objective of the assessment task



Level of previous work in this area

Level
Statement
Confident
Achieved 
Uncertain
Unable

1
They express their views on features of the environment of a locality.





2
They express views on the environment of a locality and recognise how people affect the environment.





3
They offer reasons for some of their observations and for their views and judgements about environments. They recognise how people seek to improve and sustain environments.





4
They understand how people can both improve and damage the environment. They explain their own views and the views that other people hold about an environmental change.





5
They suggest explanations for the ways in which human activities cause changes to the environment and the different views people hold about them. They recognise how people try to manage environments sustainably. They explain their own views and begin to suggest further relevant geographical questions and issues.












Summary of progress made



