The Future of Antarctica


	TEMPERATURES

Severe low temperatures down to –89 C

Average temperature is always below freezing point

Warmest month is January


	SETTLEMENT

No developed ports or harbours

30 airports- 15 improved and the rest are very small with no tarmac
	RESOURCES

· Iron Ore

· Chromium

· Copper

· Gold

· Nickel

· Platinum

· Coal
	WILDLIFE

· Petrel

· Sea Birds Skuas

· Fish

· Krill (Small shrimps)

· Blue Whales

· Penguins

· Seals
	TEMPORARY POPULATION

Varies between 1000 in their winter (July) to 4000 in their summer (January)

12,000 tourists stay each year in bases
	HAZARDS

· Frequent blizzards

· Deep depressions

· Active volcanoes in the west

· Large icebergs

	GLOBAL WARMING

A slight warming of the earth’s temperatures is causing some ice shelves to disintegrate


	CLIMATE

Very low humidity and clear skies

No pollution so the air is clean
	ICE SHEET

The ice sheet covering Antarctica has air bubbles trapped in it, dating from hundreds of years ago
	ENVIRONMENT

The Southern Ocean is teeming with a rich ecosystem and abundant life
	DAMAGE

A group of small islands were blown up to build an airstrip. Penguins and their nets were destroyed.
	RELIEF

On average it is the highest continent with an average height of 4000 metres.


	LAND MASS

It is made up of

98% Thick Ice

2% Barren Rock


	ATMOSPHERE

A large hole exists in the Ozone layer and this lets in dangerous ultra violet light


	PRECIPITATION

It is the driest continent in the world with less than 30 mm of snow each year.
	POPULATION

No native population has ever existed on this continent.
	SIZE

It is the 5th largest continent in the world and 1½ times larger than the USA.
	ICEBERGS

Some icebergs are as big as Belgium and they are made of freshwater.

	ENVIRONMENT

It is a delicate environment and everything is preserved for ever e.g. footprints and waste,


	FRESH WATER

Three quarters of the world’s fresh water is locked away in the Ice Sheet.
	KRILL

Small delicate shrimp like creatures called Krill are at the bottom of the food chain and all life is dependent on them
	WHY DOES GREENPEACE WANT ANTARCTICA TO BECOME A WORLD PARK?
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