The Future of Antarctica


Aim

To debate the future of Antarctica

Objectives
To develop a sense of place re the Antarctic wilderness; 


To develop pupils’ skills of debating future landscapes;


To develop language of scientists in reports;
Resources
Students researched materials from previous lesson 



www.sln.org.uk/geography/enquiry/we8.htm site for photos


Arrange the room in a forum layout or use a larger classroom

Starter
Show some stunning photos [*1] of the region to remind pupils what is being debated;

Recap a variety of adjectives that could be used to describe Antarctic wilderness;
Task 1
Recap speech


Short explanation to illustrate that specialists [climatologists, scientists] have particular ways of making speeches-


Explore the parts of speech that could be used to introduce a speech-for exploring ideas such as ‘what if’ and for summarising speeches such as ‘in conclusion.


Encourage good listening as well as speaking skills.

The teacher could take the role of the reporter for taking down key points whilst a strong member of the group could be the chairperson of the group;
Task 2
Hold the meeting-state a place and a purpose for the meeting [play devils’ advocate if argument is going all one way] encourage all to participate and develop conclusions and have a vote 
Homework
Pupils to write a rough draft of the key points of the meeting in readiness for the next lesson when they complete the task of writing a short article for a magazine.

*1 If you have a whiteboard, you could use the shockwave www.shockwave.com Photojam which allows you to quickly put a series of digital images to MP3 music as a starter and they might play throughout the meeting.
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