	Weathering
	The action of the weather, plants and animals on rocks. The rocks are broken down without being removed. (rocks are broken down in situ ).


	Erosion
	The wearing away and removal of weathered rock, soil etc. by rivers, the sea, ice and wind.
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	Acid rain
	Rainwater containing chemicals which 

come from burning fossil fuels
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	Alluvium
	Sometimes called silt. Fine soil left behind after a river floods
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	Arch
	An opening through a rock
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	Bay
	A wide curved inlet of a sea or lake
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	Beach
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[image: image7.emf]An area of sand or pebbles

along the coast


[image: image8.jpg]



	Biological weathering
	[image: image9.wmf]The break down of rock by plants


	Chemical weathering
	The breakdown of rock by chemical action
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	Corrasion
	[image: image11.emf]A type of erosion where rocks in a river or the sea are hurled against a cliff causing it to crumble


	Current
	The flow of water in a certain direction
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	Deposition
	The laying down of material carried by rivers sea, ice or wind
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	Flood plain
	The flat area at the bottom of a valley

which often floods
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	Freeze-thaw/ Frost shattering
	A form of weathering where water in cracks freezes and expands to split or shatter rocks


	Gorge
	[image: image15.wmf]A steep sided valley
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	Headland
	A part of the coastline that juts out into the sea
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 and usually ends in a cliff


	Hydraulic action
	A type of erosion where the power of water causes a cliff to crumble
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	Landscape
	The scenery. What the land looks like.
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	Load
	The material carried by a river
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	Meander
	[image: image21.emf]A large bend in a river


	Onion-skin weathering
	The breakdown of rocks by heating and cooling causing

rock to peel off


[image: image22.wmf]
	Plunge pool
	A hollow at the base of a waterfall caused

[image: image23.wmf] by erosion


	River cliff
	[image: image24.wmf]The steep slope cut into the outside of a river bank 

due to erosion


	Silt
	Sometimes called alluvium. Fine soil left behind after a river floods
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	Soil erosion
	[image: image26.wmf]The removal of soil by water or wind


	Spit
	A long narrow strip of sand/pebbles which grows out from 

the shoreline
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	Stack
	A pillar of rock on the coast separated from the mainland by erosion
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	Transportation
	The movement of eroded material by rivers, sea, ice or wind
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	V shaped valley
	A valley which has been eroded by a river so that its shape from one side to another is like a V


	Waterfall
	A sudden fall of water over a steep drop
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