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River Processes 

& Flooding
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	                 erosion
	The wearing away and removal of rock and soil by rivers, sea, ice and wind.
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	 granite

	Hard rock containing quartz and feldspar minerals.
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	                 weathering

	The process that breaks down rock to form soil. Weathered rock is broken down without being moved.


	       alluvium
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	Sometimes called silt. Fine soil left behind after a flood.


	                flood plain
	The flat area either side of a river which 

can be flooded. 


	       bedrock  

	The solid rock beneath the soil. 
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	infrastructure
	A countries basic ways of communicating and travelling. For example, phone lines, roads and railways.
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	meander
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	A bend in the river that has erosion on the outside and deposition on the inside of the bend.
	


	personal response
	The way in which an INDIVIDUAL responds to an event or situation like a flood.
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deforestation 

	The removal of trees on a large scale, usually to make money.
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             waterfall

	A sudden fall of water over a steep drop.
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	government response 

	The way in which the GOVERNMENT (or other people in charge) respond to an event or situation like a flood.
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	V-shaped valley                 
	A valley which has been eroded by a river

 so that its shape from one side to the other looks like a letter V. 
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	   sedimentary rock 

	Rocks which have been deposited in layers or strata. 
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	             igneous rock 

	Rocks which have been formed from solidified magma.
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	    metamorphic rock


	Rocks which were originally sedimentary or igneous but have changed due to pressure or heat. An example is marble.



	             permeable 

	Rocks which allow water through.



	impermeable
	Rocks which do not allow water to pass through.



	drainage basin
	The area from which a river takes a supply of water. The edge of this area is known as a watershed.



	deposition 
	The laying down (dropping) of material carried by rivers, sea, ice or wind.
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