[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.wmf] Environmental Issues
[image: image5.wmf]

	[image: image6.wmf]  resources
	Things which are useful to people. They may be natural like coal and iron ore or of value like money and skilled workers.


	    conservation
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	The protection of the environment.


	  endangered species

	Wildlife in danger of becoming extinct.
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	  energy

	The power to do something and give off heat.
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	  exploitation

	The selfish use or development of something for our own benefit, without considering how it will affect other people and the environment.
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	  extinct

	Wildlife which can no longer be found living on earth.
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  fossil fuels
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	Fuels formed from the remains of plants or ancient life. For example coal, oil and gas.


	  global warming

	The warming of the Earth’s atmosphere by burning fossil fuels and releasing carbon dioxide.
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	  mining

	The extraction of minerals found deep underground e.g. coal.
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  resources

	Resources that can be used only once e.g. oil and coal.
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	  quarry
      
	Where rock is cut from the surface of the land.
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	   natural resources

	Raw materials which are obtained from the environment e.g. water, coal and wood.
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	 recycling

	Turning waste into something which is usable again.


[image: image18.wmf]
	 renewable resources

	Resources which can be used over and over again e.g. wind and sun.
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 thermal power

	Electricity produced by burning fossil fuels.
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	 acid rain

	Rain that contains chemicals added by human activity.
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	 carbon dioxide

	A gas naturally produced during respiration that is added to the environment in amounts harmful by burning fossil fuels.
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	greenhouse effect

	Trapped heat that causes global warming.
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	 species

	Types of plants, animals, birds and fish.
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	     wilderness
	An area of land untouched by humans.


[image: image25.wmf]
	[image: image26.png](&R
@



 geothermal

	Energy obtained from the hot rocks found under the Earth’s surface. 



	  conflict

	Disagreement over the use of resources.



	 hydro-electricity  


	Energy obtained from using fast flowing water.



	 nuclear power  


	Energy obtained from radioactive materials 

(e.g. Uranium).
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