Fairoak High School Geography Department 

Literacy Statement

The Geography Department provides opportunities to enhance the writing, reading and oral skills of students through lessons and assessments.

Most of the opportunities for literacy enhancement are through practice, but recently the Department has started to look at selective areas were the techniques of literacy can be studied alongside and through the study of Geography. The Department will focus on writing for the coming year.  This is not to the exclusion of reading, speaking and listening in teaching.  These other key skills will be the focus for future curriculum development.

The six main types or genres of non-fiction writing, which Geographer’s can and do use to improve standards, are: 

Type or Genre
Details

Recount (narrative)
Retelling events such as a field visit or in role as an eyewitness of an event.

Report (describe)
Description of places such as of a  desert landscape or acity in an LEDC.

Explanation
Why things happen the way they do and why things happen where they do such as the formation of a landform, the causes of a hazard event, the reasons for the location or pattern of an industry.

Procedure (method)
How something is done in a series of sequenced steps such as how to use weather equipment or how to apply a geographical statistical test.

Persuasion
Promote a particular point of view or argument with the intention of persuading others such as a letter to the council on why a new road should or shouldn’t be built or a letter to a company asking them to reduce their impact on theenvironment.

Discussion
Present arguments and information from differing viewpoints such as why development is taking place in rainforest environments or the debate about the facts of global warming.

A detailed, student friendly, A3 or A2 copy of the above table will be displayed in Geography classrooms.

Areas of the curriculum where literacy skills are practised

1. Schemes of Work identify opportunities for the routine practice of written, reading and oral skills.  This may involve short answer or extended writing, paired or group oral work or reading aloud or by oneself.

2. Across Key Stage 3 extended writing activities have been introduced as major assessments. These assessments are outlined below.

Year 7
Literacy opportunity
Type of writing

Term 1
Newspaper front page, examining the causes and effects of an earthquake or volcano
Recount

Report

Explanation

Term 2
Structured enquiry: shopping hierarchy
Explanation

Procedure

Term 3
Structured enquiry: microclimate
Explanation

Procedure

Year 8
Literacy opportunity
Type of writing

Term 1
Why are countries poor – essay style
Report

Explanation

Term 2
Decision-making exercise: The location of a high-tec industrial development
Discussion

Persuasion

Term 3
Travel writing exercise – virtual holiday to Kenya
Recount

Report

Explanation

Discussion

Persuasion

Year 9
Literacy opportunity
Type of writing

Term 1
Structured River Investigation
Report

Explanation

Procedure

Term 2
Structured Enquiry – Regional differences in Italy
Report

Explanation

Discussion

Term 3
Ecosystems investigation – poster work
Report

Explanation

3. The spelling of key geographical words is given priority. They are written on the board and in students’ books, often in designated glossaries. Common spelling mistakes, both of geographical terms and general language mistakes are corrected in individual exercise books or discussed in whole class feedback following marking.

4. The virtual holiday exercise in year 8 provides the opportunity to look at different styles of directed writing through the context of travel writing. Before embarking on the assessment which uses a markscheme developed by the English Department to assess extended writing activities students will investigate the different styles of travel writing. A comparison of the different styles will be undertaken and students will be given a choice of genre in which to undertake the assessment 

Differentiation

Differentiated resources are available and are being developed to provide for students of all abilities.

Writing frames have been developed to provide support for less able students who may need help structuring their written work. Priority is being given to the development of writing frames for extended writing assessments.

