Las Vegas & Canyon County

In the middle of the Mojave Desert, in the state of Nevada, is Las Vegas. A huge, well-known destination, which everyone should see at least once.

Las Vegas is a good base from which to explore other attractions of the region. The Hoover Dam and the flooded valley behind it, Lake Mead. Death Valley can be reached in a few hours and a day’s drive brings you to the Grand Canyon and the huge Navajo Reservation in Arizona.

Las Vegas is the original ‘love it or hate it’ town. Most people are dazzled by their first sight of the bright lights of the strip. Many are shocked by the tackiness of it. If you’ve come for the gambling and the glitter, you’ll love it – at least for a few days, until your money disappears.

In 90 years it has grown from nothing to nearly one million people. It’s the biggest single attraction in the country, receiving nearly 30 million visitors a year. Amazingly, this has been achieved in an isolated location in the middle of a desert, almost entirely without natural advantages. Vegas has made an industry out of providing budget priced glamour for the masses and the hope of instant wealth.

History

The only natural feature to account for the location of Las Vegas is a spring north of downtown. It was used by Paiute Indians. Later it became a stop on the route migrants would take to California. Mormons built a mission in the 1850’s, but there was little development until the railroad came in the early 1900’s. In 1920 the population was only 2300. The building of the Hoover Dam (starting in 1931) provided jobs and guaranteed water and power supplies.

The first casino was not built until 1941, following a change in the gambling laws in 1931. In 1946 mobsters like ‘Bugsy’ Siegel, who built the Flamingo moved in. Big and flashy casinos followed one after the other. The criminal connections added to the excitement of Las Vegas as a tourist destination. Improvements in transport made Vegas accessible to the rest of the country.

Getting About

Two main highways come into Las Vegas, I-15 and Hwy 95. For downtown exit Hwy 95 at Las Vegas Boulevard(Blvd) or I-15 at Charleston.

Downtown is not like any other. Fremont St., the main street, is lined with casinos and hotels while public buildings like the post office and town hall are pushed to the edge, a few blocks north.

Las Vegas Blvd goes through downtown and continues for about 10 miles south. Most of the big casinos/hotels are along a 3 mile stretch of the boulevard known as the strip. Just north of Sahara Ave, the huge three legged Stratosphere Tower is nearing completion, from there to downtown the boulevard is lined with some pretty tatty looking buildings – cheap motels, wedding chapels, shops and gas stations. At the south end the bright lights peter out past the black pyramid of the Luxor Casino. Traffic is heavy on the strip and there can be traffic jams at 2 am. Unless you want to be part of the street action take one of the parallel roads or a local bus to get form end to end.

Information

Tourist Offices. Las Vegas Visitor Centre on 892-7575 at 3150 Paradise Rd. They have all the usual maps and information about hotels.

Money

Casino Cashiers are open 24 hours and will change travellers cheques and major foreign currencies.

Medical Services

Southern Nevada Memorial Hospital 383-2000

Gambling Problems

Gamblers Anonymous 731-0905

Dangers and Problems

Most of the tourist areas are well lit and have people around all the time. North Las Vegas is said to be unsafe, but there is not much reason to go there.

Places to Stay

At the top of the strip Econo Lodge 382-6001 at $40 a night, rising to $50 at the weekend. Travelodge on the Strip 725 4222 is around $50 per night and Las Vegas Budget Inn $30 per night. 

Places to Eat

All the casinos have restaurants offering buffet style and special meals. The strip also has the usual selection of fast food restaurants.    
