Y8 Travel Writing in Geography

The six main types of non-fiction writing that Geographers use are: 

Table A

Recount (narrative)
Retelling events

Report (describe)
Description of a place or landscape

Explanation
Why things happen the way they do

Procedure (method)
How something is done in a series of steps

Persuasion
Put forward a point of view with the aim of persuading others

Discussion
Look at different points of view about the same thing 

Task 1 In groups, you will be given different pieces of writing. You should nominate a spokesperson and a timer.

You have 5 minutes to read your piece of writing

 Make a list of words you don’t understand (max. 5 words)



Task 2 You have 25 minutes to write up your answers to questions A-H  in Table B and to look up the meanings of the words you don’t understand.

Table B

A/ Where is your extract about? Include detail…locality, region and country



B/ In which type of publication might you expect to find your extract?



C/ Who is the audience (who is the extract written for) ?



D/ What words (adjectives) or phrases are used to describe your place ?



E/ List 5 facts about the place (include some geography, such as climate, landscape, economic activity etc.) ?



F/ List some opinions about the place?



G/ What type of writing is it (see Table A – it may be more than one type)?



H/ On a scale of 1 – 10 (1=low and 10=high) does your piece of writing make you want to visit this place ? IF SO WHY ?, IF NOT WHY NOT ?



Task 3 Complete Table C. Each group member has 4 minutes to describe their piece of writing to the other group members by using their answers to questions A,B,C,D and G. 

Table C


Extract 1
Extract 2
Extract 3

A/ What is the extract about?






B/ In which type of publication would you expect to find it?




C/ Who is the audience for the article?






D/ What words (adjectives) or phrases are used to describe your place






G/ What type of 

Writing is it?






Task 4  The spokespeople feed back to the entire class the similarities and differences (from Table B) between the 3 pieces of writing 
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