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Introduction

Chatel is an Alpine Village in the Department of Savoie, some 30 kilometres north of Chamonix. The village is situated in the Abondance Valley at some 1200 metres above sea level.

The traditional occupations of agriculture and forestry have largely been superceded  by tourism where more profitable employment is to be found, Many people commute to the larger centres in the Alps to find jobs. This pattern is now typical of most Alpine settlements.


Chatel was originally a farming hamlet containing buildings typical of the Haute Savoi department. When skiing became more popular, the village began to grow more rapidly. Today summer tourism is as popular as winter tourism providing an income for most of the year. Such popularity has inevitably affected the area, changing the local economy and bringing in much more money than traditional alpine farming.

Fieldwork Task 1


As you walk around Chatel list the facilities you can find in the village.
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Fieldwork Task 2

Do you think there are more of less services in Chatel than is actually needed, explain your answer.

Fieldwork Task 3

What makes Chatel so appealing to tourists describe the physical attractions of the Abondance valley.

Fieldwork Task 4

Use the tourism office or information inside the hotel to find out what activities are available for summer tourism.

