

Different people have different views about wind farms.  Look at the opinions below to find out what peoples opinions are.  Try to think why they have these opinions.
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It is very important that we start to use more renewable energy I Cumbria. Our country uses too many fossil fuels, which adds to global warming.  Having more wind farms is a positive step for Cumbria


Friends of the Earth, Cumbria





I have a cottage near Caldbeck.  I don’t want a wind farm here; it will be an eyesore.  Why should we have it here anyway?  They should build in nearer to Carlisle, after all they will use the electricity generated.


Mrs Jones, Resident of Caldbeck





I am very happy for my land to be used for the wind farm.   I have always kept cows on my land and use these fields to graze the cows.  As the wind turbines are very tall and take up little space I will can still keep the cows here but also earn extra money from the wind farm company 


Mr Hill, Farmer in Gt Orton





I was really worried about the wind farms before they were built.  I’d heard horror stories about the noise of the turbines.  However I have got used to them and they aren’t too noisy, in fact I actually like them now.


Bill  Forrester, Lives in Hesket New Market - 2 turbines built 5 years ago





We are serious about moving towards a greener future, the new wind farms will put us well on the path to providing 10% of our energy from renewables by 2010 and hopefully 20% by 2020.


Stephen Timms, Government Energy Minister





Wind Energy is a popular form of energy, a recent survey showed that 91 % of tourists to Argyll, Scotland didn’t mind seeing wind farms in Scotland and in fact 8 out of 10 people said they’d be interested in visiting a wind farm information centre as part of their holiday.


Nick Goodall, British Wind Energy Association





The noise from the wind farm is making our lives miserable, we get headaches all the time and can’t sleep properly.  It has become so bad that we are going on holiday to Malta for a month for peace and quiet.


Mr & Mrs Bird retired couple who live near a wind farm in Cornwall





National Parks and areas of outstanding natural beauty need to be protected from wind farms.  They will spoil the environment of these areas and will people will not want to visit any more.


Jack Ellerby, Friends of the Lake District





Advantages of wind farms  





Pollution Free.  No gases given off so does not contribute to global warming or acid rain


Clean


Renewable source of energy so will not run out


Cheap to operate once installed


Cheaper than nuclear power to set up


Can be used in many places especially where fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas are not found


The country is less dependent on importing fuel


Low risk to people’s health








Disadvantages of wind farms  





Wind turbines are expensive to buy


More expensive than gas and existing coal fired power stations


Produces only small amount of electricity


It’s not always windy


The turbines may be damaged by storm force winds


People do not want to live next to wind farms because of the noise


Housing prices can become cheaper next to wind farms


Tourism may be affected if there are too many wind farms in areas of outstanding natural beauty.


Wind farms tend to have poor access as the windiest places are in remote rural areas.  This makes it hard to maintain them especially in the winter.
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