The GA, The Action Plan for Geography and SLNers
You may have read about the DfES funded Action Plan for Geography that is being jointly and equally led by the GA and the RGS-IBG. We are both working with the website developers over the next few weeks to create the Geography Teaching Today website (www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk) that will share Action Plan projects and activities. This will be live later this term following the Ministerial announcement and letter to schools about the Action Plan. This is a significant moment for all involved in geography education, and one that creates many opportunities for us to support local geography communities with their CPD activities. We hope that there will be much in the Action Plan that you can use to inspire your schools. 
You will  have read in the September edition of the GA Magazine about how the Action Plan for Geography’s success depends on us all. Indeed there would not be an Action Plan for Geography if it were not for the essential support that the GA receives from its members. Without both personal and school memberships, the GA would not have had the opportunity to engage with politicians to share the essential and distinctive contribution that geography education makes to the development of all young people.

We would therefore like to invite you to get actively involved in the Action Plan. On the GA’s website www.geography.org.uk/apg you will find further details about the GA’s Action Plan for Geography activities. You may like to use this material as a discussion stimulus at a network or school geography meeting. Indeed it could form part of a CPD session, that would be great! We would be delighted to receive any suggestions, comments or observations that your teachers make.
 We are also attaching a copy of our events leaflet. This was sent to all schools in September. Additional copies are available at 
www.geography.org.uk/download/GA_APGEventsBooklet.pdf.

You may like to consider the  local opportunities that could be created if several of your local schools were able to participate in one of the events and used the materials to develop local CPD work and initiatives. For example in 2007 we will be exploring how geography education has an essential contribution to make to young people by focussing on the cross-cutting theme of citizenship (key stages 1-3). It may be that representatives from both secondary and primary schools could attend the same course and use this to develop locally appropriate, motivating and engaging work. Equally some of your schools may be interested in developing their geography curriculum through the primary and secondary geography quality marks. The Quality Geography for All regional conferences create the opportunity to find out more about these and their links with the OFSTED Self-Evaluation Framework. 

Participation on all these courses is free, and indeed participants in the Curriculum Making Events will additionally receive a free resource pack to support the development of geography in their school. 
At, http://www.geography.org.uk/news/actionplanforgeography/gettinginvolved/ you will find some ideas to share with Senior Leaders and others about the excitment of the Action Plan for Geography and how this fantastic initiative can help support geography education in all local schools. 
We do hope that the Action Plan for Geography can support your local programme. You may also want to use it to develop local publicity for geography education. If you do, we would love to hear about it. Please do not hesitate to contact Diane Swift , dswift@geography.org.uk for further information  about the GA’s contribution to the Action Plan for Geography, and Lucy Oxley, Loxley@geography.org.uk for information about specific events and bookings. 
With all good wishes for a great year.
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