Lesson Plan: Earthquake and tsunami, Japan 11th March 2011

Resources: 

Japan Earthquake Powerpoint (pictures, tasks, videos & instructions) 

Japan worksheet Powerpoint

Newspaper article

Starters : 

1. Ask the pupils what happened on Friday/ what they know about the earthquake and tsunami in Japan. 

2. Think – Pair – Share after watching the video link on the Powerppoint (click on the film symbol) 
Get the pupils to Imagine they are one of the survivors there and describe what you would do and what your feelings would be. 
Think on their own, Pair take turns explaining their ideas to each other, Share their ideas with the class once developed with Pair work. 
Main Activities: 

1. Watch the second video link (again click on the film symbol) and explain what caused the earthquake and tsunami – the pupil could design their own diagram to explain what caused the tsunami. 

2. Complete the map to show where the earthquake and tsunami hit Japan and add key locations that have been affected. 

3. Optional but lots of fun and very informative: Quiz, quiz, trade – requires preparation, cutting out enough cards so every pupil has one to trade.

4. What have been the effects of the tsunami so far? Show the pupils the various pictures, then model a spider diagram to record the different effects of the tsunami. 

5. Extension read the newspaper article on the effects of the tsunami, share ideas and get the pupils to add any further information to spider diagram. 

6. Extension: Colour code the effects to show the effects on people, the natural and built environments and any effects on the economy

7. Model with slide of 7 facts to add to diagram. 

8. Get the pupils to review their diagrams and consider what effects or challenges will, in their opinion, become longer term challenges and explain why by completing a table – aim for 3- 5 longer term challenges.  

Plenary: 

Post-it Plenary: 
Give the pupils a post-it or scrap piece of paper for a group/ paired answer, once the pupils have agreed and written their  answer, they take it to you and then when they have all been completed you can read their ideas out and ask further questions as necessary. 
