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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the nature and impact of national and local initiatives for Information and Communications Technology (ICT) on geography teaching in secondary schools. The research was undertaken from the perspective of a member of the Staffordshire Advisory team for geography, involved as a NOF training provider. 

The first chapter introduces the context of the project in terms of ICT developments at the forefront of current educational priorities and my personal and professional interest in the use of ICT in geography in secondary schools. 

In the second chapter some literature on the developments of the use of ICT in geography and on the issues of continuing professional development of teachers is reviewed. Detailed information about the literature referred to can be found in the bibliography.

Chapter Three outlines the methodology deployed in the study, including the rationale for selecting appropriate research instruments, which have included the use of questionnaires of teachers embarking on their NOF training in order to provide some statistical information, followed up with interviews of some teachers and classroom observations and reference to recently published reports from Ofsted and TTA. 

The results and findings based on the data from the research are detailed in Chapter Four. I have produced six case studies by using some follow up questionnaires and visits to schools, including lesson observations and backed up by evidence from Ofsted.
Chapter Five discusses the factors which impact on why some teachers are able to successfully embrace ICT in their geography teaching and recommendations made. I hope this investigation will have an impact on some geography departments so the chapter also considers ways for departments to take advantage of initiatives in order to move forward and to make progress with teaching geography using ICT.
Chapter Six offers a conclusion to the project highlighting the key findings and evaluates the research methods.

The appendices include copies of the questionnaires used, a glossary of terminology, notes on some of the relevant initiatives referred to, lists of appropriate software and useful websites mentioned by teachers, and some SIfT materials.

The main conclusion is that current strategies about ICT are beginning to have an impact on geography teaching in schools where there is some “joined up thinking” linking the provision of hardware and software with suitable training for teachers backed up by supportive and pragmatic management. This view is supported in the main by the literature review. 
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