Why is Katy’s life in Warrington affecting Jun Shan and his family in the Chengdu and the Szechuan province of China?

	The UK produces 1 million tonnes of electrical waste a year
	The world has undergone a hi-tech revolution in the last 30 years

	Only 20% of electrical appliances in the UK are recycled
	The first dedicated electrical recycling centre opened in the UK in 2001

	Katy’s parents did not have a television
	Katy likes to watch television, listen to her CDs and play on her computer in her bedroom



	Katy’s parents tell her off for spending too much time on her new upgraded mobile phone
	Katy’s parents like the new electrical appliances in their kitchen

	Greenhouse gases like CFCs and HCFCs escape and contribute to climate change
	Jun Shan’s mother suffers from breathing problems


	Jun Shan must boil water to clean it for his young children
	80% of The UK’s electronic waste is transported to China for disposal



	Jun Shan works in a factory breaking up old electrical appliances


	Jun Shan lives in the Chengdu province of China



	The Chengdu province is one of the poorest in China
	Decaying copper wires pollute the local water supply

	The burning of electrical appliances causes toxic pollutants in the air
	The UK Government is concerned about the public’s views on landfill sites.



	
	


Thanks to Gavin Locke, Poynton High School for this resource made available through www.sln.org.uk/geography


