INDIA: A GEOGRAPHICAL MYSTERY


Why is make-up threatening tigers in India?

India has the largest tiger population in the world.



The demand for cosmetics from more developed countries is high.



There are only 3,000 tigers remaining in India.



Tigers have been hunted for centuries for their skins.



Unilever is Britain’s leading cosmetics manufacturer.



Animal sanctuaries have been set up in India to try and protect endangered species.

The Jamwa Ramgarh Wildlife sanctuary in Rajasthan is an ideal habitat for tigers.

Some people in India are mining illegally for talc in the animal sanctuaries.



People in some countries use tiger organs in traditional medicines.



Talcum powder is made from soapstone and marble.



Eye-shadow, lipstick, deodorant and soap are all made using talcum powder.

In 10 years time, there may be no more tigers in India.



Unilever have been using talc from illegal mines in sanctuaries.



Illegal mining is occurring in the state of Rajasthan, 250km south-west of Delhi.

Dynamite is used to blast soapstone out of the ground.



Large areas of forest have been cleared to make way for mining operations.

A male tiger needs up to 100 square kilometres for its territory.



A BBC tiger expert says “In the past, the biggest threat to the tiger has been poachers and bone  traders, but now it is the mining”.

Tiger cubs spend 2½ years with their mother before finding a territory of their own.

Talc is also used to make paper and tiles, and as a coating for dashboards and bumpers.

Talc can account for up to 80% of the ingredients in eye-shadow.



The talcum powder produced from Dagota is of very good quality.



There is a large soapstone mine at Dagota.



Local villagers at Dagota are paid 75p a day for extracting and sorting the soapstone.

Talc is made by crushing soapstone boulders.



Dagota has suffered a water shortage for 5 years, which has affected health and farming in the area.

Mining is not allowed in the Jamwa Ramgarh Wildlife Sanctuary.



Unilever produces brands such as Dove, Pears, Ponds, Sure, Impulse and Lynx.

The owners of Dagota mine say that Johnson & Johnson use their talc in baby powder.

The Environmental Investigation Agency believes that the mining could wipe out the tiger population of India.

Unilever and Johnson & Johnson both claim on their websites to be environmentally friendly.

The government of Rajasthan say that the mines there are important employers and bring valuable money to the area.

In 1900, there were about 40,000 tigers in India.



A full-grown tiger can fetch £40,000 for its blood, bone and skin.



33% of all tourists to India visit Rajasthan.



Teacher’s Notes

This mystery is based on an article in The Observer of 22 June 2003 entitled “West’s love of talc threatens India’s tigers” (see me for a copy) and is intended to be used either :-

a) in the Year 7 unit on India, or

b) in the Year 9 unit on Environmental Issues

Preparation 

Each statement should be put on card, laminated (optional) and complete sets placed in envelopes. Students could work individually, in pairs or small groups. My preference is for pairs.

Suggested lesson plan(s): I envisage this could take 1-2 lessons plus a homework of writing up an essay-style answer to the main question: “Why is make-up threatening the tigers in India?”
1. Introduce

Quick discussion about who uses make-up? Deodorant? (scope for some humorous (or silly!) comments!) Baby powder! (ditto previous!) Have you ever thought about how it is made?

2. Scaffold

Explain that each pair will receive an envelope with a number of statements on – al of which are true.

3. Task 1

Read the “mystery” question.

Read through the statements. This could be done around the class.

4. Task 2

Decide which of the statements are the most relevant. 

Sort the cards into 2 columns e.g. MOST RELEVANT TO THE MAIN QUESTION and BACKGROUND. You could impose a limit of 10 or 15 of the most relevant statements. Or suggest a minimum number – this could help lower ability students to have a more definitive goal.

It is important to allow time for students to make as many connections as possible.

5. Debrief.

Ask for feedback on the main question. Suggested structure to questioning. What’s the key ingredient in cosmetics? (talc) Where does it come from? (soapstone) So what’s this got to do with tigers? (soapstone mine in Rajasthan on site of Wildlife Reserve) How come? (illegal mining) Why does it affect us? (major brands are said to contain talc from mines in this area) What’s the problem? (destruction of habitat and breeding grounds for tiger population)

6. Task 3 

Amend choices if necessary and copy down 10-15 statements into back of book.

Homework. Write up as an essay using the statements copied, other information you remember from class and any other information you know or can find out. 
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