
Why haven’t Pedro’s children got shoes to wear?

Pedro Salvatore works in the fields on Signore Pacifico’s plantation


Mrs. Jones buys bananas at Sainsbury’s on special offer; 10p a kilo cheaper than last week.

Ecuador, a poor country in South America, is the world’s biggest exporter of  bananas


Pedro has developed severe asthma in recent years and finds even light manual work difficult.

Plantation workers are not allowed to join trade unions by their bosses in Ecuador, or they are sacked.


Worldwide there are more bananas being grown. The price plantation owners receive is falling.

Few people in Britain know where bananas are grown.


Fungicide and pesticides are sprayed on bananas to increase the crop yield. These can be harmful to farm workers.

Signore Pacifico decides to cut his workers wages


Chiquta is an American multi-national company exporting fruit from S. America to the USA and Europe.

Plantation workers earn about £1.60 a day


Eduardo Pacifico owns a large plantation growing bananas in Ecuador. He is very wealthy.

Traidco is a charity trying to encourage people to buy Fair Trade products and get a fair wage for workers


Workers are not given protective clothing and little training in handling chemical pesticides.
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Why Haven’t Pedro’s Children Got Shoes to Wear ?

1. After watching the video on the banana trade in Ecuador, pupils sort the cards into a logical story sequence.

2. They then present their groups version to the rest of the class.

3.  I expect two possible versions;

i) Pedro has had his wages cut because world price has been cut by the multi-national, and Snr Pacifico has passed these cuts onto his workers

ii) Pedro cannot work due to poor health probably caused by contact with pesticides.

iii) In both cases, he has no employment protection as unions are actively discouraged. (In fact most plantation workers are on short contracts and their contracts not renewed if they join a union).

Follow-up work

1. Pupils write up there preferred version of the story putting in as much additional information as they can. (Get them to draw on details from the video as well as the cards)

2. Pupils produce promotional material ( either a poster, leaflet or wrappers) for a fair trade product. If you’ve had enough of bananas, why not try other commodities e.g. chocolate, coffee . This will need some additional research by the pupils (IT research?).

There are excellent on-line resources suitable for pupils on;

www.hrw.org/americas
www.cawn/org/newsletter/15/banana_unions
and best of all;

www.bananalink.org.uk has a suitable reading age, includes lots of picture and an e-mail address so people can send letters supporting banana workers.

This picture, taken in Ecuador, shows the housing conditions that banana plantation workers live in. 


Source; � HYPERLINK "http://www.bananalink.org" ��www.bananalink.org�.uk








www.sln.org.uk/geography thanks John Lewis, Padgate High School, Warrington


